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SECTION A
General Information
An introduction for parents and carers
At Bishop Ullathorne Catholic School we are committed to offering your child a broad and
balanced curriculum through timetabled lessons and extra-curricular activities.
Our aim is that all students should leave our school happy and fulfilled with the best
qualifications which they can achieve leading to a worthwhile progression route. The priority
is that they enjoy their learning and that their choices will be stimulating. It is important for
them to develop their learning skills, through the core subjects and their optional subjects, so
that they become equipped with the capacity to adapt and excel in an increasingly changing
world.
It is essential that there is a strong partnership between our school and parents and carers;
you can help guide your child when making their choices and support them in the months
ahead, especially in their home learning and when they find a subject particularly challenging.
As well as encouraging their resilience and motivation during Key Stage 4, it is important to
help your child to be well organised so that they avoid the extra pressure of missed deadlines
and lack of preparation for tests and examinations. Those who experience the greatest
success at GCSE will start their courses without delay and commit themselves from the start.
Please spend time with your child to discuss their choices for next year. We believe that a
confident choice now will set the foundation for a confident and committed learner in
September and for success in progression through Key Stage 4 and beyond.
We would appreciate a prompt return of the My Curriculum Choices sheet from the back of this
booklet so that the groupings and timetable can be completed. Please ensure that your child
keeps this booklet safe with a completed copy of their choices for future reference.
We hope that our staff will be able to help with any advice you may require about each subject
and the variety of learning experiences offered.
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An introduction for students
Why are there changes in Years 10 and 11?
The Year 10 and 11 curriculum is designed to provide you with a mixture of subjects that
enable you to develop the skills and competencies needed for life. It also provides more
opportunities to ‘specialise’ in two subjects which you enjoy most.

How should I begin making my decision?
Many things influence the pathways which students take at the age of sixteen, eighteen or
later and one of these is obviously the subjects studied at school.
As all of our students will have a broad and balanced curriculum, we feel that you will be well
equipped for future career paths whichever subjects are taken.

What advice should I consider before making my choices?
Do choose subjects which you think you will enjoy.
Do choose subjects which you think you can cope with.
Do not choose a subject just because your friend is choosing it.
Do not choose subjects because you like, or do not like, a particular teacher - there may be a
different one next year!
Do not choose a subject without finding out about it…
You can choose a carousel subject that you did not choose for Year 9.
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What is so different about Years 10 and 11?
You will participate in full time education or training until the age of 18. Therefore, it is most
important that the courses on offer in Year 10 enable you to make progress to higher
qualifications (Level 3) or training after you are 16. You must consider carefully the choices
you make as well as committing yourself whole-heartedly to the compulsory subjects to ensure
your future success.
In Years 10 and 11, you have a limited choice about the subjects you can study, as most of your
subjects remain compulsory.
What are the Core Subjects?
English – Language and Literature
Humanities – either Geography or History
Mathematics
PE (non GCSE)
Religious Education
Science – either Combined Science or *Triple Science – guided choice.
CPSHE
All of you will select a Humanities GCSE from either Geography or History from the core
subjects. You can then choose two further subjects from the Optional Subjects list. If you want
to study both Geography and History, you can choose Geography in the core and History from
the list of Optional Subjects
After choosing a Humanities subject, you can then choose other subjects from the Options
Subjects list.
Before you begin this process, you must remember that we cannot guarantee that any student
will be allocated their choices. There are many reasons for this:


classes can not be too big or too small



the number of available places is limited to the number of teachers we have in the school
who teach that subject.
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Guided choices
Your teachers will advise you about the right courses for you to maximise your learning and
your success at Key Stage 4. You may also have an interview with Ms Stonehouse (Deputy
Headteacher) to discuss your choices and how they will help you to develop your studies to
Year 11 and beyond.
When you have made your first choice, you must select realistic reserve subjects, one from
each block, as there is no guarantee that you will get your first choice.
So, what are the Optional Subjects offered at Bishop Ullathorne School?
Block A

Block B

Business Studies

Art and Design

Catering and Hospitality – Level 2 Award

Art Textiles

Drama

Business Studies

Physical Education

Computer Science*

Product Design*

French

Spanish

Health and Social Care – BTEC

Triple Science*

History
Music
Spanish

*Guided choice
You must understand that our school cannot guarantee your choices. We will make the
final judgement based on your aptitude and ability as well as the availability of places.

Important dates to remember

Information video for parents and students
Thursday 11 March 2021
6pm
Bishop Ullathorne website
Thursday 25 March 2021
Subject choices to be returned to school to
your Form Tutor
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SECTION B
The Core Subjects

English
Humanities: Geography or History
Mathematics
Physical Education
Religious Education
Science
CPSHE
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ENGLISH

Welcome to English at Key Stage 4
In the future, you will face numerous challenges and work related tasks which require you to
use your English skills effectively. With our caring and committed English team, you will
develop your life long skills in Reading, Writing, and Speaking and Listening.
These skills will help you to face the future with confidence. Over the next two years, you will
develop as independent and critical thinkers who will analyse and investigate how writers craft
their ideas into powerful and effective texts. You will also experiment with language creatively
so that you too can become a powerful and effective communicator.
The GCSE course is the AQA specification. You will study English Language and English
Literature and achieve two GCSEs. There is also a Speaking and Listening unit through which
you will achieve a separate Speaking and Listening grade
English Language is 100% Examination and consists of two 1 hour 45 minute examination
papers
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing - 50% of total GCSE
Section A: A response to an unseen fiction text where students analyse how the writer has
used language to create effects.
Section B: Extended writing to describe. Marks will be awarded for content (24 marks) and
technical accuracy (16 marks).
Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives - 50% of total GCSE
Section A: A response to two unseen non-fiction texts
Section B: Extended writing to argue or persuade. Marks will be awarded for content (24
marks) and technical accuracy (16 marks).
Spoken Language
You will present a formal presentation and field questions generated from the audience based
on your presentation.
English Literature is 100% examination and consists of two examination papers
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel - 40% of total GCSE – 1 hour 45 minutes
Section A: Macbeth or Romeo and Juliet
Section B: Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde, A Christmas Carol or The Sign of The Four
Paper 2: Modern texts and Poetry – 60% of total GCSE – 2 hours 15 minutes
Section A: An Inspector Calls
Section B: Poetry, Power and Conflict
Section C: A response to two unseen poems – two questions.
For further information, please see Miss L Isabella – Subject Leader.
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HUMANITIES: GEOGRAPHY
The GCSE course followed in Geography is the new Eduqas specification B.
There are three assessments to the exam – all are written examinations:




Investigating geographical issues
Problem solving Geography
Applied fieldwork enquiry.

The topics studied are divided into three key areas:
1. Changing Places – Changing Economies.
Students will look at global cities, rural environments and global development issues.
2. Changing Environments.
Students will study coasts and rivers, focusing on future management issues. Weather and
climate will also be studied.
3. Environmental Challenges.
Students will look at ecosystems, water issues and desertification.
All students will sit the same examination with a new grading system of 1-9.
Why study GCSE Geography?
During your lifetime, you may have as many as 20 different jobs. You cannot learn all of these
trades at school but Geography gives you transferable skills such as:







Research skills, collecting data from fieldwork, books and the internet.
Communication skills, presenting data in a variety of ways.
Interpretive skills, extracting meaning from graphs, maps and photographs, questionnaires
and written texts.
Evaluative skills, analysis evidence and drawing conclusions.
Problem-solving skills, weighing up evidence and making a decision.
ICT skills.

The development of these skills, through engaging global and local topics, makes for a
fascinating course which will set you up well for A levels, university and beyond.
Career opportunities
As an understanding of the environment and its workings is required for most jobs, the GCSE
Geography course gives a grounding for many Geography-based jobs including Cartographer,
GIS specialist, Remote Sensing Analyst, Urban Planner and Transport Manager.
GCSE Geography also gives you the skills to be involved in jobs such as Retail, Economist,
Diplomat or Charity Co-ordinator.
For further information, please see Mr J Challis.
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HUMANITIES: HISTORY

The study of History is critical for students to have a grounded understanding of the present.
In their search for meaning, it enables them to place events and situations in perspective and
to evaluate their lives and the lives of others. History empowers students to question and
challenge the moral and political dilemmas which societies have faced in the past and present.
History will equip them with the skills of enquiry, evaluation and independent thought – skills
which are prized in adult life.
OUR GCSE COURSE
Students taking History at Bishop Ullathorne study the AQA GCSE History syllabus. This is a
stimulating course which provides students with the opportunity to engage in a range of study
areas which focus on British and European History. They will be taught to develop useful skills
which will prepare them for higher education and future employment.
METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: Understanding the modern world

Paper 2: Shaping the nation

How it is assessed
• Written exam 2 hours
• 50% of GCSE

How it is assessed
• Written exam 2 hours
• 50% of GCSE

Section A (Period Study): Germany, 1890–
1945: Democracy and dictatorship

Section A (Thematic Study): Britain: Health
and the people; c1000 to the present day

Section B (European Depth Study):
The First World War, 1894–1918

Section B (British Depth Study):
Norman England, c1066–c1100

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN HISTORY
The skills developed through the study of History are welcomed by a diverse range of
professions. These include Journalism, Law, Politics, Business and Accountancy,
Entertainment, Teaching, Social Work and many more besides.
For further information, please see any member of the History department.
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MATHEMATICS
Our aims:
To enable each student to develop, within their capabilities, the mathematical skills and
understanding required for adult life, employment, further study and training; to enhance the
problem solving fluency and reasoning of each student; to provide each student with such
mathematics as may be needed for the study of other subjects; to help each student to
develop, as far as is possible, their appreciation and enjoyment of mathematics itself, and their
realisation of the role which it has, and will continue to play, in the development of Science,
Technology and Civilisation.
THE COURSE
GCSE Mathematics is delivered at Higher and Foundation level.
Higher
Foundation
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Students will sit three examination papers, each of equal weighting, in June of their final year.
Regular internal assessments, together with marking of classwork and homework, will ensure
that students are making the expected progress throughout the course towards fulfilling their
potential in Mathematics.
All students will require a geometry set and scientific calculator.
Career opportunities:
Mathematics is a very wide subject area. It is the basis for many career areas including
Science, Engineering, Construction, Technology, Finance, Business, Commerce, Industry,
Computing, Information Technology and Education.
For further information, please see Mrs L Francome.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
All students follow a course in Physical Education.
The aim of Physical Education is to encourage the development of positive attitudes towards,
and involvement in, one or more sporting activities throughout school life and into post school
life.
In other words: "Find a sport you enjoy and have a go!"
We aim, therefore, to provide a programme which students will enjoy and find personally
rewarding.
Physical Education in Years 7 to 9 is designed to teach basic skills in a variety of sports in
order to build a wide sporting foundation. In Years 10 and 11, the emphasis changes to the
application of those skills. There is an introduction to new activities involving fresh skills and
new experiences which are based on leisure and recreational sports. Competitive sports also
continue, as a reflection of the competitive side of life.
The department feels that the programme will foster a competitive spirit in students, which will
enable them to continue sports after school and use their leisure time in a more healthy and
enjoyable way.
For health, fitness and enjoyment, the programme will include the following elements:





team sports, such as: basketball, table tennis, circuit training, netball, football, volleyball
other sports, such as: badminton, tennis and rounders
multi-gym sessions
"new" sports and experiences which have a dual purpose whereby students can compete
against themselves and then against others, such as: archery, golf and orienteering.

For further information, please see Mr I Cox - Subject Leader.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Eduqas (Route B)
Bishop UIlathorne is a Catholic School and all students follow a course of Religious Studies in
Years 10 and 11 which leads to a GCSE examination at the end of two years.
Students in Year 10 will follow an interesting and challenging course with the examination
board: Eduqas. Students will be required to study three separate papers, each of which will be
examined externally at the end of the two-year course.
Component 1 – Foundational Catholic Theology
Students will study:
 Origins and Meaning
 Good and Evil
Weighting 37.5%

Component 2 – Applied Catholic Theology
Students will study:
 Life and Death
 Sin and Forgiveness
Weighting 37.5%

Component 3 – Judaism
Students will study:
 Beliefs, Teachings and Practices of the Jewish faith
Weighting 25%
The course will enable our students to develop their understanding of religious and nonreligious beliefs. Students will be encouraged to construct well-argued, well-informed and
balanced arguments. They will engage with questions of belief, value, meaning and purpose.
This GCSE challenges learners to reflect on values, beliefs, and attitudes in the light of what
they have learned and contributes to their preparation for adult life in a pluralistic society and
the global community.
Career opportunities:
This GCSE provides a good foundation for A Level and for a variety of vocational courses
available post-16. This course provides opportunities for students who are interested in a wide
variety of careers, such as: Teaching, Social Work, Journalism, Administration, Lecturing,
Advertising, Law, and Media.
For further information, please see Mr T Lee-Mohan – Subject Leader.
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SCIENCE
Students with different aptitudes can follow different pathways through their Science
education. All students will study a combined course worth two GCSEs. Some students will be
given the opportunity to take an extra GCSE in Science by studying Triple Science in the option
block. This will result in a number of students achieving three GCSEs in Science instead of
two: in Physics, Chemistry and Biology as separate Sciences.
Students will follow AQA Trilogy Combined Science. This course emphasises explanations,
theories and modelling in Science along with the implications of Science for society. Strong
emphasis is placed on the active involvement of students in the learning process and the
specification encourages a wide range of teaching activities.
This is achieved by identifying activities and experiences which will excite students’ interest,
through links to scientific ideas, and highlighting the implications for society. It provides the
opportunity, skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for life as a citizen and helps to
develop Science explanations and theories.
The Examinations: June 2023 There are six papers: two Biology, two Chemistry and two
Physics.
Each of the papers assesses knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas
Paper 1

Biology

Paper 2

Biology

Paper 1

Chemistry

Paper 2

Chemistry

Paper 1

Physics

Paper 2

Physics

1 hr 15 minutes
16.7% of GCSE
1 hr 15 minutes
16.7% of GCSE

Topics 1-4

1 hr 15 minutes
16.7% of GCSE
1 hr 15 minutes
16.7% of GCSE

Topics 1-5

1 hr 15 minutes
16.7% of GCSE
1 hr 15 minutes
16.7% of GCSE

Topics 1-4

Topics 5-7

Topics 6-10

Topics 5-8

Questions are multiple choice, structured, close short answer and open response.
Career opportunities:
Science is a core National Curriculum subject and as such is in demand in industry, commerce
and further education as it indicates both intellectual ability and possession of good practical
and investigative skills.
This opens up career possibilities in Environmental Science, Medicine, Forensic Science, Zoo
Keeping, Teaching, Veterinary Science, Engineering, Computing, Dentistry, Hairdressing,
Medicine, Metallurgy, Mining, New Product Development, Nursing, Ophthalmology, Pharmacy,
Space Science, Telecommunications, and Veterinary Science.
For further information, please see Mrs J Dines – Subject Leader.
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CPSHE
CITIZENSHIP, PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION
CPSHE is delivered by Form Tutors every Tuesday morning during period 1. As a team, we aim
to provide:


Develop the knowledge, skills and understanding to become informed, active, responsible
members of local, national and global communities.



Address real life issues and show students that they can make a difference.

The citizenship programme of study focuses on the following key areas: rights and
responsibilities; communities and identities; and the democratic processes and government.
The course develops many of the issues covered during Key Stage 3 and introduces new units
relevant to Key Stage 4 education.
To support and further enhance the programme, students receive presentations from
organisations including theatre groups, Careers, the Police, the Fire Service and health
organisations.
All students have access to our careers adviser and will be offered advice and guidance in
helping you to prepare for Post 16 options.
For further information, please see Mrs N Hayes – Subject Leader.
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SECTION C
OPTIONAL SUBJECTS
Art and Design
Art Textiles
Business Studies
Catering and Hospitality (Level 2 Award)
Computer Science – guided choice
Drama
French
Health and Social Care (BTEC)
History
Music
Physical Education
Product Design – guided choice
Spanish
Triple Science – guided choice
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ART and DESIGN
Students will follow the OCR GCSE course in Fine Art, which offers
the opportunity to explore a broad range of practical experiences and
encourages observation, analytical ability, imagination and
expression.
By the end of the course, it is expected that students will have
enjoyed the process of creativity and have developed the skills
needed to communicate their ideas visually with success and
confidence.
The syllabus combines the necessary breadth of study with the freedom of choice required to
accommodate a wide range of abilities and material resources. Students will have the
opportunity to investigate a variety of different media, materials techniques and processes,
which may include any of the following areas:






drawing and painting - using different media, on different surfaces including
paper, fabric and canvas
sculpture – creating 3-Dimensional forms using different materials which
could include clay, textiles, wire, papier mache and plaster
installation
printmaking – on different supports including textiles and
paper
lens-based and/or light based media and new media (e.g.
digital photography)

Assessment
Portfolio Unit (coursework element) 60% (commences towards end of Year 10
and deadline is December in Year 11)
Externally Set Task (examination) 40%
Portfolio Unit requirements:
The Portfolio Unit provides students with an opportunity to demonstrate their
ability to research, develop and realise their ideas in a variety of ways.
Students are required to select, organise and present materials which
exemplify work carried out during their course of study. They will complete a
series of introductory projects to develop their skills and techniques in a variety
of subjects. The skills developed will be utilised in their portfolio unit just before
the end of Year 10. This is worth 60% of the GCSE.
Externally Set Task
Students are required to produce a unit of work from conception to
realisation. They are given a variety of themes to choose from (usually at the
start of the spring term in Year 11). Following a preparatory period during
which they will develop their ideas in response to their chosen theme,
students will produce a personal, practical response in the 10-hour
examination time. This takes place in the Art room over two days and is
usually at Easter. This is worth 40% of the GCSE grade.
Assessments of progress will be made on a regular basis via peer group
marking and teacher moderation. Marks are also given at various points over the course, at
half termly intervals. Coursework and Examination work are internally marked and externally
moderated.

16

Career opportunities:
This course equips students with a variety of useful transferrable skills such as perseverance,
problem solving and creative thinking. It also encourages organisation, independence, and the
production of imaginative responses; all of which are useful in any career. In addition, this
course can provide opportunities for students who are interested in careers in the creative
industries such as: Illustration; Graphic Design; Advertising; Publishing; Interior Design;
Fashion Design; Furniture Design; Architecture; Theatre Design; Theatrical/Television Makeup; Computer Gaming; Media; and Hairdressing.
For further information, please see Mr S Coulson - Subject Leader.
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ART and
DESIGN
TEXTILES

Unit 1: Portfolio 60%
Unit 2: External Practical Exam 40%
Is Art Textiles the right subject for me?
If you enjoy being creative, want to
increase your practical skills and improve
your analytical, communication and
research abilities, then Art Textiles is a
great choice for you.
The transferable skills you will gain through studying Art Textiles will be valuable in preparing
you for the world of work, regardless of which area of employment you choose. You will
develop problem solving, creative thinking, investigation, research, communication and
teamwork skills, as well as gaining the ability to develop, refine and present ideas. Employers
and universities regard these highly.
How will the course be structured?
During Year 10 you will gain an insight into a
range of techniques and new ideas, as well
as building on skills you learnt in key stage
3. This will enable you to develop a style in
which you like to work. You will complete a
range of mini projects which will all start
with a brief and a list of textile artists. It is
expected that you undertake research and
gather resources which you will experiment
with, while developing the skills that you
have learnt. Example project titles include:
 Close Up
 Natural Forms
 In the News
 Human Figures
How will I be assessed?
Unit 1 Portfolio: 60% of final grade
At the end of Year 10 you will be
given a project brief which will form
your portfolio work for Unit 1. This
project will culminate in a 5 hour
practical exam in December of Year
11. You will explore and investigate
different artists and discover a style
which will show your best work. You
will work with a range of techniques
and styles. It is expected that you
will produce a final piece for the
project. This may be a conceptual
piece, wall hanging, piece of
fashion or even furnishing.
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Unit 2 externally set assignment: 40% of
final grade
You will choose from a series of seven
projects set by the exam board in the
January of Year 11. This project will
show off your techniques and sampling.
It will accumulate with a 10 hour exam
which will take place over two days in
the Art Textiles room. You will explore a
range of artist’s work, which will
influence your final project. You will be
expected to explore a range of
techniques throughout your project and
develop your own response to the
chosen theme.
What career opportunities could it lead to?
Did you know more people work in the
creative industries than the finance
industry? Unlike many industries, the
creative industries have continued to grow,
despite the recent financial crisis. Textile
businesses make a wide range of products,
from clothing and home items, through to
high-tech performance situations such as
road building, construction of architectural
projects and the production of composite
materials for car bodies.

Other roles include Textiles Designer, Fashion Designer, Milliner, Fashion Buyer, Interior
Design, Garment Technologist, Materials Developer, Pattern Cutter/Grader, Tailor, Costume
Designer.
For further information, please see Miss S Newell.
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BUSINESS STUDIES
The Edexcel GCSE in Business is assessed through two examinations at the end of Year 11.
Why do doctors get paid more than cleaners?
Why pay more for a Ted Baker t-shirt than for a Marks and Spencer t-shirt?
Why is a Starbucks coffee so expensive when the coffee growers are so badly paid?
How do I start up my own business?
These and other questions will be answered during the course.
What will I study on this course?
Theme 1: Investigating small business
You will explore:
 Enterprise and entrepreneurship
 Spotting a business opportunity
 Putting a business idea into practice
 Making the business effective
 Understanding external influences on business.
Theme 2: Building a business
You will explore:
 Growing the business
 Making marketing decisions
 Making operational decisions
 Making financial decisions
 Making human resource decisions.
How will I be assessed?
Theme 1 – 1 hour 30-minute exam worth 50%
Theme 2 – 1 hour 30-minute exam worth 50%
Am I suitable to do this course?
Any student who is mature, interested in Business and can work independently is suitable for
this course. You must bear in mind that you are required to sit two examinations which will
require a good standard of English. Proficient use of ICT and good attendance, with the ability
to meet deadlines, is also essential to cover the course content.
What grades are possible?
You can gain a single GCSE award from Grades 9-1.
Career opportunities
Careers that can use a business qualification include Banking, Insurance, Accountancy,
Human Resources, Teaching, Management, Civil Service and setting up a small business itself.
For further information, please see Mrs C Holmes – Subject Leader
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CATERING and HOSPITALITY
(Level 2)
External Examination
Non-Examined Assessment

40% (1 hour 30 minutes)
60% (70 guided learning hours)
How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry
The online external exam will include short and
extended answer questions based around situations
and stimulus material that you need to apply your
knowledge to. It will cover topics such as the
structure of the industry, job requirements, what
makes a successful catering business, operations of
the kitchen and front of house, the customer, health
and safety, causes of ill health and hospitality and
catering provisions. You will need to review and
recommend what a catering business needs to be
successful.

You will sit the exam in the summer term of Year 10.
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action
The Unit 2 project theme is set by the exam board
Eduqas yearly. You are expected to safely
prepare, cook and present a range of nutritional
dishes to be served in a restaurant. Dishes
cooked will include main meals, vegetarian
dishes, pastries, dishes for special diets, starters,
desserts etc.
You will need to produce a written document
(roughly 12-15 pages) where you will explain your
research into the situation that the exam board
give you. You will demonstrate your knowledge of
a range of topics including nutrition, cooking
methods and life stages. When you have selected
dishes that are appropriate for who will be eating them, you must be able to justify your
choices.
How will the course be structured?
In Year 10, students will learn the theory ready to sit the real exam in the summer. Students will
also practice the wide range practical skills required to be successful as well as completing a
mock Non-Examined Assessment project to prepare thoroughly before tacking the real one.
In Year 11, students will complete the real Non-Examined Assessment project, and will then
have the opportunity to resit the external exam in the summer if required.
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The course is graded using a Pass / Merit / Distinction scheme. These are fully equivalent to
GCSE grades as this table shows:
Catering and Hospitality Grading
9-1 Equivalent Grade
Level 2 Distinction *
8.5
Level 2 Distinction
7
Level 2 Merit
5.5
Level 2 Pass
4
Level 1 Pass
1.75
Please note: Level 2 Distinction * can only be achieved if Level 2 Distinction is awarded in both
units
Students must be able to achieve at least a Level 1 pass both the exam and assessment in
order to achieve a grade for the entire course.
Is Catering the right course for me?
It is, if:
 you enjoy independently cooking a range of dishes safely and are looking forward to
developing your skills further, both in school and at
home
 you are interested in nutrition, the operation of catering
and hospitality providers, food-related causes of ill
health, health and safety legislation and environmental
issues
 you are prepared to research recipes and try new
dishes, flavours and foods
 you care about nutritional / dietary requirements and
enjoy solving problems such as planning a menu for others
 you are prepared to bring ingredients into school for each practical (once a fortnight) to
produce high quality dishes.
What career opportunities could it lead to?
According to the British Hospitality Association, Catering and Hospitality is Britain’s fourth
largest industry and counts for around 10% of the total workforce. Since 2010, over 25% of all
new jobs have been within the Catering and Hospitality sector. Roles include Chef, Nutritionist,
Baker, Butcher, Catering Manager, Waiting Staff, Food Processing Worker, Food Scientist,
Kitchen / Restaurant Manager, Publican-licensee, Events Manager
For further information, please see Mrs J Revell
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
Entry requirements
Meeting in Key Stage 3 Maths and Computer Science.
What will I learn?
The EDEXCEL GCSE in Computer Science allows students to make software solutions rather
than use ICT to solve clients’ problems.
The Computer Science GCSE enables you to:
 understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science,
including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation
 analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such
problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs
 think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically
 understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with
one another and with other systems
 understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society
 apply mathematical skills relevant to computer science.
How will I be assessed?
Two examinations at the end of Year 11 and a Controlled Assessment starting in Year 10.
Content Overview
Principles of Computer Science
 Computational Thinking
Understanding of what algorithms are, what
they are used for and how they work; ability to
follow, amend and write algorithms; ability to
construct truth tables.
 Data
Understanding of binary, data representation,
data storage and compression.
 Computers
Understanding of hardware and software
components of computer systems and
characteristics of programming languages.
 Networks
Understanding of computer networks and
network security
 Issues and Impacts
Awareness of emerging trends in computing
technologies, and the impact of computing on
individuals, society and the environment,
including ethical, legal and ownership issues.
Application of Computational Thinking
Problem solving with programming
 Understanding what algorithms are, what
they are used for and how they work in
relation to creating programs
 understanding how to decompose and
analyse problems
 Ability to read, write, refine and evaluate
programs.
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Assessment Overview
Principles of Computer
Science
(1CP2/01)
75 marks
1 hour and 30 minutes
50%
Written Paper
(no calculators allowed)
of total
This paper consists of
five compulsory
questions, each one
focused on one of the
topic areas. The
questions consist of
multiple-choice, short-,
medium- and extended
open-response, tabular
and diagrammatic items

Application of
computational thinking
(1CP2/02)
75 marks
2 hours
Practical onscreen
examination
This paper is practical in
nature and requires
students to design, write,

GCSE

50%
of total
GCSE

test and refine programs
in order to solve
problems. Students will
complete this
assessment onscreen
using their Integrated
Development
Environment (IDE) of
choice.
Progression routes:
Information Technologies continue to have a growing importance. This means there will be a
bigger demand for professionals who are qualified in this area. If learners want to go on to
higher education and employment in the field of Computer Science, they will find that this
course provides a superb stepping stone. Learners who have taken a Computing GCSE and
who then progress to study the subject at A level or university will have a sound underpinning
and knowledge of this subject area.
For further information, please see Mrs K Brindley – Subject Leader.
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DRAMA
What is GCSE Drama all about?
GCSE Drama is all about teaching you the skills to understand and work successfully with
other people whether in large or small groups. Drama will teach you the life skills of
negotiation, collaboration, independent learning and problem solving. Most of all, drama will
teach you the skills of presenting giving you the opportunities to stand up in front of others and
communicate to your audience with confidence: a skill required in many work places. You will
have the opportunity to create your own work as well as look at plays written by other people.
You can specialise as a performer or a designer.
The course is in three parts:
 In part one of the course, you will work in groups to devise and perform your own piece of
theatre. Working alongside your peers you will practically explore a stimulus and develop a
performance that can be showcased in front of a live audience. This unit is accompanied by
a written evidence devising log.


In part two of the course, you will study a full length play of your choosing. For your
assessment, you will perform or design for two contrasting extracts from the text. You can
perform solo, in a duo or as a larger group. This will be your second public performance.



Part three is a written examination in two sections. Section A is based on your study of a full
length set text. Section B takes the form of an evaluation of a live performance (You will
visit the theatre as part of the course).

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
GCSE Drama follows on from Drama work that you will have done at Key Stage 3. You will
develop your improvisation and acting skills to a higher level and/or follow a design pathway.
You will also look at plays in more detail and look at different ways of bringing a script alive on
stage together with developing your analysis and evaluation written skills. You will continue to
develop your presentation, team work and communication skills.
How will I be assessed?
Component 1 will be a written exam at the end of the course (40%). Component 2 will be
marked by your teacher and moderated by an external examiner (40%). Component 3 will be
assessed by a visiting external examiner (20%).
Is DRAMA the right subject for me?
If you enjoy the following, then you should choose GCSE Drama:
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What other skills might I develop?
As well as acquiring the skills involved in creating and performing Drama, you will also be able
to acquire skills in working with others, problem solving and communication. You will find that
Drama will help you feel more self-confident and prepare you to deal with a range of different
situations and people.
What could I do next with GCSE Drama?
You could go on to take an A level in Drama and Theatre, or a Vocational A level in Performing
Arts; a BTEC National Certificate or Diploma in Performing Arts or Performance Design and
Technology. You could apply for an apprenticeship or move straight into the workforce.
For further information, please see Miss J Nordone.
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FRENCH
In Years 10 and 11 students follow the AQA GCSE course. The course builds upon and extends
the language and skills learned in Key Stage 3.
Students are required to demonstrate that they have a good grasp of vocabulary and that they
are able to manipulate the language with confidence.
There is a greater emphasis on independent learning – students are required and expected to
work by themselves in order to be successful at Key Stage 4.
In addition to regular written homework, students are expected to use the Quizlet.com,
Kerboodle and Memrise.com interactive websites to learn and to extend their vocabulary.
GCSE (Exam Board: AQA)
The GCSE course continues to develop competency in Listening, Speaking, Reading and
Writing. Students are able to talk about themselves or communicate with native speakers.
Teaching and Learning is focused upon developing students’ ability to communicate
effectively in the foreign language.
The course is assessed as follows at the end of Year 11:





Listening Exam (25%)
Reading Exam (25%)
Speaking Exam (25%)
Writing Exam (25%)

Subject content
The course is taught through three main topic areas:
1
2
3

Identity and Culture
Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Current and future study and employment.

The importance of a Modern Foreign Language
Skills in a Modern Foreign Language help to enhance your employability – the most valued skill
your French shows is your ability to communicate and to interact with others. Your
understanding of other cultures demonstrates your ability to play a part in the global
community that extends far beyond your country’s borders. Having a GCSE in languages will
set you aside from other students and will enhance future job prospects. Russell group
universities especially prefer their students to have studied a Modern Foreign language at
GCSE level.


Specific language skills can lead to careers in Education, Engineering, Film and Media
Industry, International non-profit organisations, Publishing companies, Fashion
industry, Game translator, Health services, Social services, Immigration services,
Tourism, Marketing, Translators and Interpreters, Diplomatic and Civil Services, Armed
Forces, International Aid and Development, International and Corporate Law,
Corporate Banking, Project Managers, Broadcast Journalists and Disaster
Management.

For further information, please see Mrs C Cabrera-Mix
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HEALTH AND
SOCIAL CARE
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE
BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care is a vocationally related qualification where
students develop knowledge and understanding by applying their learning skills, in a work
related context. Students are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and
develop skills that are essential for the modern day workplace. Students need to be motivated
and enthusiastic and display a genuine interest in Health and Social Care issues and have a
‘can do’ attitude to learning. The exam board is Edexcel.
WHAT THE COURSE INVOLVES
The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a
practical learning environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal importance, which
cover the:
 development of key skills that prove your aptitude in health and social care such as
interpreting data to assess an individual’s health
 process that underpins effective ways of working in health and social care, such as
designing a plan to improve an individual’s health and wellbeing
 attitudes that are considered most important in health and social care, including the care
values that are vitally important in the sector, and the opportunity to practice applying them
 knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector such
as human growth and development, health and social care services, and factors affecting
people’s health and wellbeing.
HOW THE COURSE IS ASSESSED
Internal assessment is through assignments (component 1 and 2) that are subject to external
standards verification. Each assignment/Coursework unit contributes 30% of the qualification
which means 60% of the final qualification is through coursework from the 2 components.
The external assessment is taken under supervised conditions and is then marked and a grade
awarded by Pearson. Learners are permitted to resit the external assessment once during
their programme. Evidence for assessment may be generated through a range of diverse
activities including workplace assessment, role play and oral presentations
The externally-assessed component contributes 40 per cent of the total GLH of the
qualification and is weighted accordingly in the calculation of the overall qualification grade.
This BTEC TECH Award has units that you centre assess (internal) and a unit that
Edexcel sets and marks (external) BTEC in Health and Social Care Level 2
Component
ASSESSMENT METHOD
GLH
1
Human Lifespan
Internally assessed /assignments
36
Development
2
Health and Social Care
Internally assessed /assignments
36
Services and Values
3
Health and Wellbeing
External and Synoptic (EXAM)
48
WHERE MIGHT THIS COURSE TAKE ME?
This course provides a variety of progression opportunities that will help learners to make
more informed choices for further learning, either generally or in this sector. Learners who
generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider progression to:
 A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects
 study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in Health and Social
Care, which prepares learners to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to
higher education by studying a degree in aspects of health or social care.
For further information, please see Mrs G Hondo
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HISTORY
The study of History is critical for students to have a grounded understanding of the present.
In their search for meaning, it enables them to place events and situations in perspective and
to evaluate their lives and the lives of others. History empowers students to question and
challenge the moral and political dilemmas which societies have faced in the past and present.
History will equip them with the skills of enquiry, evaluation and independent thought – skills
which are prized in adult life.
OUR GCSE COURSE
Students taking History at Bishop Ullathorne study the AQA GCSE History syllabus. This is a
stimulating course which provides students with the opportunity to engage in a range of study
areas which focus on British and European History. They will be taught to develop useful skills
which will prepare them for higher education and future employment.
METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: Understanding the modern world

Paper 2: Shaping the nation

How it is assessed
• Written exam 1 hour 45 minutes
• 50% of GCSE

How it is assessed
• Written exam 1 hour 45 minutes
• 50% of GCSE

Section A (Period Study): Germany, 1890–
1945: Democracy and dictatorship

Section A (Thematic Study): Britain: Health
and the people; c1000 to the present day

Section B (European Depth Study):
The First World War, 1894–1918

Section B (British Depth Study):
Norman England, c1066–c1100

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN HISTORY
The skills developed through the study of History are welcomed by a diverse range of
professions. These include Journalism, Law, Politics, Business and Accountancy,
Entertainment, Teaching, Social Work and many more besides.
For further information, please see any member of the History department.
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MUSIC
GCSE Music is divided into three sections:
1. Listening
2. Performing
3. Composing

40%
30%
30%

The listening section covers a wide variety of musical styles from many different cultures, pop,
folk, classical and world music, so whatever style or type of music you enjoy, it will play some
part in this section. The listening paper will be sat in the Summer of year 11 when you will be
assessed on your ability to listen to and analyse unfamiliar pieces of music, alongside your
knowledge and understanding of two set works. This course will give you an excellent level of
insight into a wide variety of music to enable you to understand and enjoy all music that you
hear.
For the performance section, you will choose two pieces to perform on your particular
instrument or voice. You are required not only to play on your own as a soloist, but also as part
of a group or ensemble. The submission recordings will take place in year 11. This is a
fabulous opportunity to focus on and further develop your performance skills. Any instrument
and style is acceptable for submission.
The composition section gives you the opportunity to choose what you would like to compose,
whether it be in a traditional or modern style. You can compose for a single instrument or
voice, or for a group of choices of instruments or a mixture of both. This is coursework activity
and will be done during the whole of the GCSE course, with the two assessed pieces
completed by Easter of year 11. So if you are interested in creating your own music, you will
enjoy this part of the course.
Career opportunities:
The skills developed through the Music GCSE are some of the most varied in any subject and
many are transferrable to almost any future career. Specific links are with: Teacher, Media,
Radio, TV, Professional Musician, Pop Star, Music Librarian, and Music Shop.
For further information, please see Mrs H Hall – Subject Leader.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
(This is in addition to the Core PE Programme)
The syllabus studied is offered by AQA.
Why choose PE?
 this specification follows on from the Key Stage 3 Physical Education Programme of study
by providing students with exciting opportunities to lead a healthy and active lifestyle.
Paper 1: The human body &
movement in physical
activity & sport
What’s assessed
 Applied anatomy and
physiology
 Movement analysis
 Physical training
 Use of data

+ Paper 2: Socio-cultural
influences & well-being in
physical activity & sport
What’s assessed
 Sports psychology
 Socio-cultural
influences
 Health, fitness and wellbeing
 Use of data

How it’s assessed
 Written exam: 1h15m
 78 marks
 30% of GCSE

How it’s assessed
 Written exam: 1h15m
 78 marks
 30% of GCSE

Questions
 Answer all questions.
 A mixture of multiple
choice/objective test
questions, short
answer questions and
extended answer
questions.

Questions
 Answer all questions.
 A mixture of multiple
choice/objective test
questions, short answer
questions and extended
answer questions.

+ Non-exam assessment: Practical
performance in physical activity &
sport
What’s assessed
 Practical performance in 3
different physical activities in
the role of player/performer (1
in a team activity, 1 in an
individual activity & a 3rd in
either a team or individual
activity).
 Analysis & evaluation of
performance to bring about
improvement in 1 activity.
How it’s assessed
 Assessed by teachers
 Moderated by AQA
 100 marks
 40% of GCSE
Questions
 For each of their 3 activities,
students will be assessed in
skills in progressive drills (10
marks per activity) and in the
full context (15 marks per
activity).
 Students will be assessed on
their analysis (15 marks) and
evaluation (10 marks) of
performance to bring about
improvement in one activity.

Candidates study the following theory topics:
Individual differences
Fatigue/stress
Injury
The difference between anaerobic
and aerobic exercise
Characteristics and benefits of leisure and
recreation
Health, fitness and healthy active lifestyle
Components of fitness
Emotional health and wellbeing

Training
Principles of training
Methods of training
Diet
School influences
Cultural and social factors
Opportunities and pathways for becoming
involved in physical activities
International factors
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Candidates will study a number of sports with the three best marks going forward to their final
grade.
Team Activity List
Association football
Badminton
Basketball
Camogie
Cricket
Dance
Gaelic football
Handball
Hockey
Hurling
Lacrosse
Netball
Rowing
Rugby League
Rugby Union
Squash
Table tennis
Tennis
Volleyball

Individual Activity List
Amateur boxing
Athletics
Badminton
Canoeing/kayaking (slalom)
Canoeing/kayaking (spring)
Cycling
Dance
Diving
Golf
Gymnastics (artistic)
Equestrian
Rock climbing
Sculling
Skiing
Snowboarding
Squash
Swimming
Table tennis
Tennis
Trampolining.

Will I enjoy this course? Yes, if you:
 have a good practical ability in a range of sports and are exceeding in at least two sports,
and playing competitively in at least one of the above sports outside school in order to
access the subject content
 have an interest in sport both in and out of school
 participate in at least one sport for a team or club
 attend an extra-curricular club after school
 have achieved ‘meeting’ standard in at least 2 sports.
Career opportunities:
The course is useful to those hoping to pursue a career in the Sports Industry – Teaching,
Coaching, Sport Administration, Sports Journalism, Outdoor Education, Armed Forces, and
Professional Sports.
The Anatomy, Physiology and Sports Injuries work may bring about an interest in a career
involving health and first aid – Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Massage, Osteopathy,
and Radiography.
Related further education courses:






AS/A2 level: Physical Education
Sport and Exercise Science
Outdoor Education
Sport Development and Fitness
Sports Performance and Excellence

For further information, please see Mr I Cox – Subject Leader.
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PRODUCT DESIGN
Unit 1 External Written Exam: 50%
(1 hour 45 minutes)
Unit 2 Non Examined Assessment : 50%
(35 hour design project)
How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: External Written Exam, sat in May of Year 11, 100 marks available
The exam paper is divided into two sections with a mixture of different question styles. These
include short answer, drawings, mathematical calculations and extended answer questions.
Section A: Core (40 marks)

Section B: Polymers (60 marks)

40% of the written exam will cover questions
about all materials categories, energy,
sustainability, designers, the impact of new
technologies, communicating design ideas
and constraints on designing.

60% of the written exam will focus on the
material category of polymers and test
knowledge on types of polymers, properties,
sustainability and industrial manufacturing
processes.

10 of the 40 marks will be applied
mathematical calculation questions.

5 of the 60 marks will be applied mathematical
calculation questions.
Unit 2 NEA: Contextual Challenge, from June in
Year 10 to March in Year 11
You will undertake a design project based on
contexts released by Edexcel. All work must be
completed under controlled conditions. 20 to 30
PowerPoint slides using font 12 will be produced
as you design and make a prototype of a
product that solves a problem and meets the
needs of a client. Recent contexts include:





How can products be used to increase our awareness of the climate emergency?
How can products be used to encourage the donation of food items to food banks in
supermarket stores?
How can products be used to meet the storage needs of people that are travelling?

For the NEA you select the context that you
are most interested in and investigate it by
looking at issues and existing products. After
creating a wide range of design ideas that
would solve the problem you chose, you then
develop your idea. This stage is about
changing and improving it to make the product
better for your client. You make a prototype
from appropriate materials (which could be
fabrics, timbers, polymers, metals or paper
and boards). Finally you evaluate it to see if it
meets the original context. All design
decisions must be evidenced in your PowerPoint.
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Marks are awarded as shown:
16
Investigate – investigating the needs of
marks users, researching existing products,
writing a product specification
42
Design – producing different design
marks ideas, reviewing and developing these
into a chosen design
36
Make – manufacturing an accurate,
marks high quality prototype
6
Evaluate – testing and evaluating your
marks prototype against the product
specification
Is Product Design the right subject for me?
To be successful you need to:
 be imaginative and interested in
designing to help others
 be confident in your drawing skills
and practical abilities
 manage your own time effectively,
work independently and understand
the importance of deadlines
 evaluate how to improve your own
work and that of others
 have strong ICT skills (particularly
PowerPoint as this is used for the
NEA) and a desire to develop both
2D and 3D CAD skills further
 have good mathematical skills as
15% of the external written exam is
dedicated purely to mathematical
calculations.
How will the course be structured?
In Year 10, you will cover all of the content required for the examination and develop designing
and making skills required to complete the NEA. This will start in June and continue until
March of Year 11. The remaining time will be devoted to revising for the written exam which
will be in May of Year 11.
What career opportunities could it lead to?
The Design, Manufacturing and Creative
Industry sectors are together worth £500
billion. Current predictions suggest that 1
million more people will be needed to fill
creative jobs by 2030, such as Product
Designer, Computer Aided Designer, Model
Maker, many within Packaging / Manufacturing
/ Advertising / Publishing / Digital Media.
Analytical skills, empathy, time management and problem solving are useful skills that will
transfer to many forms of employment outside of design and technology.
For further information, please see Miss F Hully – Subject Leader
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SPANISH

In Years 10 and 11 students follow the AQA GCSE course. The course builds upon and extends
the language and skills learned in Key Stage 3.
Students are required to demonstrate that they have a good grasp of vocabulary and that they
are able to manipulate the language with confidence.
There is a greater emphasis on independent learning – students are required and expected to
work by themselves in order to be successful at Key Stage 4.
In addition to regular written homework, students are expected to use the Quizlet.com,
Kerboodle and Memrise.com interactive websites to learn and to extend their vocabulary.
GCSE (Exam Board: AQA)
The GCSE course continues to develop competency in Listening, Speaking, Reading and
Writing. Students are able to talk about themselves or communicate with native speakers.
Teaching and Learning is focused upon developing students’ ability to communicate
effectively in the foreign language.
The course is assessed as follows at the end of Year 11:





Listening Exam (25%)
Reading Exam (25%)
Speaking Exam (25%)
Writing Exam (25%)

Subject content
The course is taught through three main topic areas:
4
5
6

Identity and Culture
Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Current and future study and employment.

The importance of a Modern Foreign Language
Skills in a Modern Foreign Language help to enhance your employability – the most valued skill
your Spanish shows is your ability to communicate and to interact with others. Your
understanding of other cultures demonstrates your ability to play a part in the global
community that extends far beyond your country’s borders. Having a GCSE in languages will
set you aside from other students and will enhance future job prospects. Russell group
universities especially prefer their students to have studied a Modern Foreign language at
GCSE level.


Specific language skills can lead to careers in Education, Engineering, Film and Media
Industry, International non-profit organisations, Publishing companies, Fashion
industry, Game translator, Health services, Social services, Immigration services,
Tourism, Marketing, Translators and Interpreters, Diplomatic and Civil Services, Armed
Forces, International Aid and Development, International and Corporate Law,
Corporate Banking, Project Managers, Broadcast Journalists and Disaster
Management.

For further information, please see Mrs C Cabrera-Mix – Subject Leader
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TRIPLE SCIENCE
guided choice
This is a guided choice. Your Science teachers will be able to tell you if your level of
achievement in Year 9 is high enough to attempt Triple GCSE Science: Biology, Chemistry and
Physics.
You will have a broader knowledge and understanding of the three Sciences and will be better
prepared for A Level Sciences by taking this route.
It will still be possible to take A levels in Science by achieving high grades in double award
Science.
Examined in June 2023
There are 6 papers:
2 Biology
2 Chemistry
2 Physics
Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes long with 100 marks on each.
Each paper is worth 50% of the GCSE and consists of multiple choice, structured, close short
answer and open response.
All of the Triple Science modules have been designed to provide opportunities for activities
and experiences that excite and enthuse students and enable them to further develop their
understanding of scientific theories and explanations.
Triple Science GCSE will be an excellent basis for many career options.
Further information on Triple Science can be found by logging onto the dedicated website:
www.triplescience.org.uk
All students will therefore have a common grounding and experience of Science, preparing
them for the applications of Science that we all experience in our lives.
Career opportunities:
The examination gains students a qualification taken as equivalent to three GCSEs in the
Sciences of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This leads naturally into the study of any, or all,
of the Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) at AS and Advanced level leading to many
careers in our modern technological world.
For further information, please see Mrs J Dines – Subject Leader.
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SECTION D

CURRICULUM CHOICES SHEET

My Curriculum Choices
Name:

___________________________

Form:

___________

Form Tutor: ___________________________

Humanities choice:
Geography
or
History

Now choose two further subjects, one from each Option Block and then one reserve subject
from each Option Block. (We will try to give you your first or second choice but if that is not
possible the final decision will lie with us).

Option subjects

Option Block A

Option Block B

First
Choice

First
Choice

Reserve
Choice

Reserve
Choice

If Physical Education is selected, please state which sport you play competitively outside
school:
___________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of parent / carer:

…………………………………….

Signature of Form Tutor:

…………………………………….

This should also be filled in and kept by you as your copy.

Use scissors to carefully remove this page from the booklet
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from each Option Block. (We will try to give you your first or second choice but if that is not
possible the final decision will lie with us).

Option subjects
Option Block A

Option Block B

First
Choice

First
Choice

Reserve
Choice

Reserve
Choice

If Physical Education is selected, please state which sport you play competitively outside
school:
___________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of parent/ carer:

…………………………………….

Signature of Form Tutor:

…………………………………….

This page should be handed to your Form Tutor
by Thursday 25 March 2021

