


Aims of the evening

•To provide an insight into the demands of the key 
stage 4 curriculum

•To share important information about the new 
mathematics and English GCSEs

•To give some practical advice about how you can 
support your child at home

•To gather any queries which you may have. 



Our 2019
RESULTS





4+ En + Ma Over Time
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Bishop Ullathorne 56 70 73 84 75
National 58 62 64 64
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Grade 4+ English and Maths

•4+ both En and Ma – 75% – 1st in city (joint)

•4+ En – 87% - 1st in city
•4+ Ma – 80% - 1st in city



5+ En/Ma Over Time
2017 2018 2019

Bishop Ullathorne 52 61 54
National 43 43
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Grade 5+ English and Maths

•5+ both En and Ma – 54% – 2nd in city

•5+ En – 75% - 1st in city (joint)
•5+ Ma – % - 2nd in city



Attainment 8
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Attainment 8 52.3 53.6 51.8 51.6 52.2
National 48.1 49.5 46.3 46.5
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Your child's curriculum 
over a two week timetable:

• Core:
• RE – 5 hours
• Maths – 9 hours
• English – 8 hours
• Science – 9 hours
• Geography/ History – 5 

hours

• Options:
• Option 1 – 5 hours
• Option 2 – 5 hours

Non examination subjects:
• CPSHE – 2 hours
• Core PE – 2 hours

Total: 50 hours





The Growth Mindset
•A Growth Mindset helps people to be 
motivated and succeed.

•“… open to learning; willing to confront 
challenges; able to stick at difficult tasks 
and bounce back from failures.” 

(Dweck, 1999)



The Growth Mindset – why you 
need one…

•The new GCSE is content heavy; it is difficult. There is a 
lot to remember across all of your subjects

•At the end of Year 11, you will sit between 23 to 32 
examination papers – it will be in excess of 50 hours

•To keep going – you must work hard, stay focused and 
aim to achieve your full potential.











“But I’m no good at maths!”

• Maths is not about remembering the right method
• It is about getting stuck and figuring things out
• Praise your child for their efforts
• They may not be able to do something immediately but 

that doesn’t mean they will never be able to work it out.





100 % exam
1 tier 

2 GCSEs (Lang & Lit)

Total exam time 7 hours



English Language

Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 minutes
- Response to unseen prose text

- Writing imaginatively and 
descriptively

Paper 2 – 1 hour 45 minutes
- Response to 2 Non Fiction 

texts
- Writing to persuade/ argue. 

English Literature

Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 minutes
- Response to Macbeth, Jekyll & 

Hyde or A Christmas Carol

Paper 2 – 2 hours 15 minutes
- Response to An Inspector Calls, 

Conflict poetry and unseen 
poetry.



English Language English Literature

How to help…

• What is the key message the 
writer is trying to convey?

• What does the writer want to 
leave the reader with / 
audience with?

• Why does the writer want to 
do this? 



What methods does the writer use? 
Some questions to stimulate thought: 

• What is the function of Scrooge in A Christmas Carol?

• What is the function of Tiny Tim?

• Why is the ghost of Christmas Past connected to light? What does the light 
symbolise?

• Why is the ghost of Christmas yet to come connected with darkness? What does 
the darkness symbolise?

• Why does Dicken repeat this line in Stave (chapter 1) and at the end in stave 4? 

“If they would rather die,” said Scrooge, “they had better do it, and decrease the 
surplus population”



Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde  

• How does Stevenson use setting in the novella?

• What does the door symbolise?

• What does Hyde symbolise?

• What is the significance of names?

• Why does Dr Jekyll take the potion?

• What is the potion symbolic of?

• Does Hyde’s actions become more violent? 

• What does the ending function to leave the 

reader feeling?



Language paper 2 Question 4 (16 marks) Compare 
the different perspectives?



U-Boat Attack’ - From an account written by a commander (Adolf 
Von Spiegel) of a German U-boat in World War 1 (1919)

The steamer appeared to be close to us and looked colossal. I saw the captain 
walking on his bridge, a small whistle in his mouth. I saw the crew cleaning the 
deck forward, and I saw, with surprise and a slight shudder, long rows of 
wooden partitions right along all decks, from which gleamed the shining black 
and brown backs of horses." 

'Oh heavens, horses! What a pity, those lovely beasts!' 

'But it cannot be helped,' I went on thinking. 'War is war, and every horse the 
fewer on the Western front is a reduction of England's fighting power.' I must 
acknowledge, however, that the thought of what must come was a most 
unpleasant one, and I will describe what happened as briefly as possible." 

What is the writer’s attitude / viewpoint towards the sinking of the ship ?



Paper 1 – Write a description suggested by the 
picture / or use a stimulus for the opening of a story 
(24 marks for content and organisation 

16 marks for technical accuracy) Have a chat – 1 minute

How would you describe the 
wave?

How would you feel if you 
saw it?



Paper 2: ‘Libraries have no value and are a drain on public 
resources.’   Write an article for a broadsheet newspaper in which 
you explain your point of view on this statement. 

(24 marks for content and organisation 

16 marks for technical accuracy) [40 marks]

What are you views on the statement?

Are libraries important?  Why?

Are libraries no longer necessary now we have internet access?

Could the money be better spend else where?



The Guardian online –
what are your views on 
this? 

Manchester University’s students’ union has 
become the latest student body to vote to replace 
applause with “jazz hands” in an attempt to make 
events more accessible for people with 
disabilities.

At its first meeting of the academic year, the 
union voted to use British sign language clapping, 
which involves waving your hands in the air, 
instead of audible clapping, at events.

“This union notes that since 2015, the National 
Union of Students (NUS) has been using British 
sign language (BSL) clapping (or ‘jazz hands’), as 
loud noises, including whooping and traditional 
applause, can pose an issue for students with 
disabilities such as anxiety or sensory issues,” the 
motion read.

The union resolved “to swap audible clapping out 
for BSL clapping at SU events in order to make 
them more accessible” and “to encourage student 
groups and societies to do the same, and to 
include BSL clapping as part of inclusion training”.



But fear not, because Black History Month is being 
replaced with something even more inclusive! In the 
Conservative-led London borough of Hillingdon, for 
example, it has risen from the ashes as Culture Bite, 
featuring country dancing (which is, erm, British), wine 
tasting, Indian classical painting and a screening of … 
Salmon Fishing in the Yemen – a romcom about white 
people attempting to take fly-fishing to the Arabian 
desert. A film selection for a culturally diverse festival 
doesn’t get more parodic than that.

The rules of the diversity test must be: does it include 
the diverse cultures it claims to celebrate/describe? Is 
the person making/curating it from a diverse 
background? Does it erase the experience of a 
community? Replacing Black History Month with a 
vague and tokenistic celebration of all ethnicities would 
surely fail the test. This is not true diversity. It’s a dodgy, 
diluted kind, which tends to be dreamed up by straight, 
white, privileged people. 

Chitra
Ramaswamy

Councils are 
scrapping Black 
History Month – but 
every day the news 
reminds us why we 
need it. 









Attendance
Children who miss school frequently can fall behind with their work 
and do less well in examinations. 

- for every 10% drop in attendance research suggests a grade 
can be lost.

A possible grade 5 can very easily become a grade 4

Good attendance shows potential employers that your child is 
reliable.

Is 90% attendance good?



Is 90% attendance good?

90% = 20 days off in the academic year, that is 4 full weeks of 
learning (100 hours of learning).

80% = 40 days off in the academic year, 8 full weeks of learning
(200 hours of learning).

It has been worked out that 17 missed days of 
school a year can result in children achieving a 

grade less at the end of the year. 



Research shows that 
parents make 80% 

difference to their child’s 
academic outcome and 

their school just 20%



Manage distractions

and encourage sleep



• Get the learning environment right
• Help your child to make the best use of time
• Help to plan study
• Positive talk
• Ensure school endorsed revision guides are 

bought. Study area needs to be clutter free
Quiet space 
Desk and chair
Internet off
Facebook off
Water and fruit



How can you help yourself?

• Think about the meaning – ask yourself ‘why’ after every 
sentence/paragraph (eg science) or chapter (eg English).

• Rewrite the main points of a text
• Reorganise the material – create better cues
• Different patterns/hierarchies will help commit the information to 

memory.

COPYING/READING AND HIGHLIGHTING DOES NOT WORK – you 
have to do something with it!



How can you help yourself?

• Distinctive cues
• Overlearn! (about 20% more time)
• Test yourself in the way you will be tested!
• Teach – so you can identify any gaps in your knowledge due 

to forgetting
• Distribute learning over time – DO NOT CRAM (memories 

will only be associated with that time of study!)



Create Quotation 
banks 

Create mind maps

Read and know your 
texts

Past examination 
papers 

Engage in debates, 
answer questions, 
develop and build on 
others ideas

Detailed class 
notes 



We learn:
10% of what we read (reading through notes is not adequate revision)

20% of what we hear (listening to a Podcast is not adequate revision)

30% of what we see (going through mindmaps is not adequate revision)

50% of what we see and hear (actively listening in class/ watching 
revision programs has an impact)

70% of what we say (sharing our understanding and discussion works)

90% of what we say and do (applying knowledge to 
examination questions leads to success)



Mindmaps



Use nmemonics and rhymes 

• My 
• Very
• Excellent 
• Mother
• Just
• Sent
• Us
• Nine 
• Pizzas

• Richard
• Of 
• York
• Gave
• Battle 
• In
• Vain



Revision Cards 


