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Thursday 16 December 2021 
 
Dear families 
 
Return to school in January 2022 
 
As I am sure you are aware the Government is calling for greater vigilance as we move through the 
winter months in relation to COVID, in particular the new highly infectious Omicron strain. We have 
been advised that all students in school will require a lateral flow test (LFT) before they can return 
to their normal lessons in the New Year.  
 
Start of the Spring term 
We will have a staggered start to the Spring term, to allow for lateral flow testing of all students on 
their return after the Christmas holidays. We will use parental consent obtained at the start of the 
academic year, so there is no need to contact school unless you wish to change your consent. 
 

Tuesday 4 January  Year 10 and 11 return to school. 
Students should be on site by 8.30am. 
All students should go to their allocated playgrounds. Their Form Tutor 
will collect them. Testing should be completed by the end of Period 2. 
Students will then return to normal classes for the rest of the day. 
Year 12 and 13 should arrive in school for 12.30pm for normal lessons.  
(All Year 12 and 13 students are required to take a LFT at home before 
returning to school, if the result is negative). 

Wednesday 5 January Year 7 and 8 return to school. Year 10 and 11 work from home (work 
will be set on Class Charts for students to complete). 
Year 7 and 8 should arrive by 8.30am and wait on their allocated 
playground for their Form Tutor to collect them. 
Testing should be completed by the end of Period 2. Normal lessons 
will then resume.  
Year 12 and 13 to attend school as normal. 

Thursday 6 January Year 9 return to school. ALL other year groups also to attend as 
normal. Year 9 should arrive by 8.30am and wait on their allocated 
playground for their Form Tutor to collect them. 
Year 9 testing will be complete by the end of Period 1.  
All students will return to normal lessons by Period 2.  

 
Start of the day 
Students will continue to line up on their allocated playground at the start of the day. Their Form 
Tutor will then collect them and escort them into the building.  
 
Keeping safe 
We will maintain an enhanced cleaning regime and still ask students to wear masks when they are 
in corridors or the canteen. We will also maintain ventilation around the site to minimise the risk of 
infection.  
 
 



 

Positive cases of COVID 19 
From September 2021, students were no longer required to isolate if they were identified as a 
close contact with a positive case. This arrangement continues. However, once identified as a 
close contact, students will now be required to take a lateral flow test daily for 7 days. In addition, 
all students will continue to be expected to carry out a lateral flow test twice a week at home. If 
your child shows symptoms of COVID, it is still important that they be kept off school and a PCR 
test taken as soon as possible.   
 
Uniform and equipment 
As you are aware, we have the highest expectations of uniform. Please ensure your child arrives 
for school every day wearing our school uniform. This includes suitable footwear and trousers. As 
a reminder, acrylic nails and make up are not allowed. 
 
To ensure the best possible progress is made on our return, students need to be fully equipped for 
their lessons. This means a full pencil case, including a pencil, pens, a ruler, eraser, mathematics 
equipment and a calculator.  
 
Remote learning 
We are praying that there is no need to return to remote learning. However, in the event that we 
have to, please ensure your child has access to their log in details for Office 365; lost or forgotten 
details can be requested via our website. 
 
We are extremely hopeful that we can continue our journey out of the recent turbulence and get 
closer to some sort of normal for our young people as 2022 progresses. Thank you as always for 
all of the support you give to the school and our whole community.  
 
If you have any questions about the arrangements for the new school term, please do not hesitate 
to contact the school on admin@bishopullathorne.co.uk 
 
In the meantime, may I take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing patience and 
consideration. Have a happy and holy Christmas. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
C Billings 
Headteacher  
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