
 

 

 
Wednesday 8 July 2026 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carers 
 
Free School Meals – Important changes 
 
We hope you are well. 
 
We are writing to inform you of some important changes with regards to Free School Meals. 
Over half a million additional pupils will become eligible for Free School Meals under the new 
eligibility criteria. The change means that all households receiving Universal Credit, above the 
current £7,400 income cap, will qualify for this support. 
 
If your child currently receives a free school meal, or if you are in receipt of Universal Credit, it is 
important that you apply or reapply before 15 August to avoid your child missing out. Students 
are not always automatically re-enrolled on to free school meals. 
 
Please use the following link to apply for a free school meal: 
 
Free School Meals – Apply for Free School Meals 
 
Further information is also available of the DFE website 
 
Alternatively, you may contact the Free School Meals line at Coventry City Council on                
024 76 833773. 
 
Please ensure that you do apply if eligible if you wish to ensure your child is catered for in the 
next academic year. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Sarah Boyle 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coventry.gov.uk%2Fbenefits-1%2Ffree-school-meals%2F3&data=05%7C02%7Csarah.boyle%40hccmac.co.uk%7C9b902378c8ca480038b808ded1f2d4b8%7C2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204%7C0%7C0%7C639179038181195308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hwR82W689Zoo10eKHSecQJDl7AB62bN1BYpRrClS%2BYs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/free-school-meals-guidance-for-local-authorities-local-authority-maintained-schools-academies-and-free-schools#main-points-

