Year 7 Poetry- ‘Dare to Dream’ Anthology.

Poem e
Summary

If- An inspirational poem T‘—he Builders-
- that provides advice on how Describes how a
| Look at the World- Caged Bird — True Prison- one should live one’s life. nation is built from
Expresses Hughes’ Compares the lives of two birds: Explores the idea that fear is actually The poem takes the reader the contributions of
frustrations regarding racial One lives freely; the other shut society’s prison. We are all trapped by the through various ways in $ each and every
Proflllng. H(‘! was fm away in a cage. The poem is an constraints of society rather than any which the reader can rise individual of the
important figure in the extended metaphor exploring . physical prisons. above adversity. country. The people
Harlem Renaissance. repression. ; from both the past
and present
Poet/speaker’s feelings collectively work for a
nation’s
KEY WORDS AND CONTEXT 2dvancement

Segregation: To keep one group of people apart from another and treat
them differently, especially because of race, sex, or religion.

Racial Oppression A situation in which people are governed in an unfair
and cruel way and prevented from having opportunities and freedom
because of their race.

Human Rights: Human rights are the basic rights and freedoms that
belong to every person in the world, from birth until death. These basic
rights are based on shared values like dignity, fairness, equality, respect
and independence.

Harlem Renaissance : The Harlem Renaissance was the development of
the Harlem neighbourhood in New York City as a Black cultural mecca in
the early 20th Century and the subsequent social and artistic explosion
that resulted. Lasting roughly from the 1910s through the mid-1930s,
the period is considered a golden age in African American culture,
manifesting in literature, music, stage performance and art.

Ogoni Oil Spillage: The Ogoni have faced devastating effects of Shell Qil
company in Nigeria, since the 1950s, as well as the discrimination of the
Nigerian government which has favoured the interests (financial gains)
of Shell oil over their local communities.

Terrorism and Militants: A militant is a person who displays an attitude
of aggressiveness to achieve his or her goals. He or she is not bothered
by using sometimes extreme measures. A terrorist is someone who

v

If All the World Were Paper:
Allows all the wrongs of the
world to be righted and
corrected easily. The speaker
would keep all those closest
to him safe from harm and
conflict.

U

The Right Word

Explores the importance of
language and the choices we
make when labelling or
stereotyping people. She
looks at the misconceptions
and subtle connotations of

words.

First They Came
Explores the value of
speaking up and not leaving

Helpless

Sneyedy
Juaiayipul
Frighteneq

parnss2d

|ngasioway

the fight for freedom to
engages in violence (i.e. terrorism) to scare or frighten others to force : V others, but instead suggests
them to act in a certain way, usually to advance the terrorist’s political e A il ) we should all play our part.
oals - el The poem offers a warning
g AT about the consequences of
4 s not speaking up for justice.
The Jaguar: The Tyger: Prayer Before Birth- \ D -
Depicts the differences between the This poem consists of questions The speaker of the poem is an unborn Asks the reader to
jaiuarham:'the' ot:er crea]t-:re.s, even ab0l.1t the nature of God and creation, baby. T!le poet eill‘ows the‘readers to eacsessinEnliaeabont Our Deepest Fear-
ca: s, t at"|ve in the zfc.)o.t e.jag:lar c' particularly whether the same §od see the juxtaposition of evil anc! G | freedom and democracy. Explores ideas about celebrating our own
ahtracts ad manhner o aft ention t:::’m that created vulnerable beings like <: e The new-born baby is The poem is focused on achievements as well as those of others.
the crfot‘:: s a;t RHD, Iar more than the lamb c?uld also have made the quite innocent, as he has not even the fight for equal rights We can support others without sacrificing
any of the other animals. fearsome tiger. taken his first breath in the world. under the law. our own dreams and goals.
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How to Annotate a poem.

O.

underline or highlight key sentences,

important ideas.
to show numbers /. steps
arrow
< related ideas 7. lists
3. details
, write notes, thoughts, brackets

interpretation and short

summary in the margin important paragraphj

i

@cle keyword

note idea that you
. disagree with

asterisk this is very
important

question mark
key words and ideas
you don't understand
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uccessful annotation is clear and meaningful:
Clear identification of methods AND some comment on meaning or impact.
Explanation of key ideas/ connotations of words
Questions you need to consider further
Alternative interpretations

Powerful simile — no longer
strong, young men.
Starched uniforms have

Simile — compares men to ugly old women
("hags") in their coughing — reader must remind

become rags.

themselves that these are in fact young men.

for emphasis

Caesura, a pause created

FEFSUF'IEI Powerful verb (“cursed")

introduced — — we have an image of
\ one of the men at breaking point

men. trudging in the mud

Bent double, likg old beggars under sac

Key Poetic Techniques and a good starting point for annotations

O

Rhuyme RAuthm lone and Eace
R ing mords Hawve a hig impact
hyming occur - The glow of a poem, o s

Qnma.bapma $F St
When .a word imitates
b i POETIC Whmmwsm
(e.q. BANG, ,phr.wsas.w.a,rapaa.l:ad.
TECHN QU ES 7
I

o

Compares two

d@pa‘enith.mg&, IWWW More than .one word

“like” or “as”. 8 T a4 something else. same letter (close

. Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, @ rough sludge,
What kind of Till the & i) i
rest? 7 ill on the aunhng ares we tumed oUrBETKS— [ |mage of men walking
| And towards our distant rest began to trudge. | beneath the flares used
Men marched aslece. Many had lost their boots | to light the battlefield
- n But limped oi*. blood-shod. All went lame; all blind;
5"3"{ ‘hte”" Drunk with fatigue; aeaf even to the hoots
e M| Of tired, outstripped Five-Nines that dropped behind.
barely human ~— War does sound like Wagner, it is *tired”. The men
with bloodied are strangely immune to the sound. The crashed of
feet. Image shells is reduced to “tired, outstripped Five-Nines".
supported by the
word “lame”,
also used for
horses

Stanza ends with a slow rhythm, reflecting the tiredness of the men.
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