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Headteacher’s message

I can do all things through him who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13

I his year, we have been shaping our Ullathorne Way values and focusing on a set of virtues which we feel define us as a

community. Our virtue has been Gratitude this half term. | feel extremely lucky as there is so much for me to be grateful
for as we near the end of this busy academic year. This term’s newsletter is the largest to date: a special bumper Summer
issue! This reflects the sheer volume of experiences and opportunities open to our children and community.

Pictured above are Connor and Georgia, our new Head Boy and Head Girl. They have the pleasure of working alongside our
school prefects, student leadership council and peer mentors to enrich and support our children’s school lives over the
coming year. If you see them at a school event next term please do say hello.

It has been an incredibly busy year with visits from Ofsted, trips to Lourdes and the formation of the Holy Cross Catholic
Academy. As always, we have gained huge strength and encouragement from our Catholic faith, our wonderful children and
the support from parents and carers. May | take this opportunity to wish you a blessed and safe Summer holiday. We look
forward to seeing everyone back in September.

Chris Billings

Year 7 students start school on Tuesday 3 September 2019 at 8.40am
All other students return to school on Wednesday 4 September 2019 at 8.40am


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A13&version=ESV

Other images by: Leah Evans (Year 11), Aruna
Redgrave (Year 9), and Jacson Zafiri (Year 10).
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Exhibitionists on show

A combination of creative work was displayed in
this term’s Art Exhibition in the Old Chapel.
GCSE Art, GCSE Art Textiles, A Level and AS
Photography and A Level Fine Art work was shown.

Beauty of nature

F our of our A Level students

participated in the
prestigious Young Photography L
Competition run by the Rotary HIGHLY COMMENDED
Club of Coventry Phoenix. Work ALANA ZITA

from students studying A Level
TARY YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHER
PhOtOgraphy in Year 12 RO 013 COMPETITION

Organised by the Rotary Club of Coventry Phoenix

contributed to the Beauty of

Nature theme. Harrison Ray,

Ryan Ridley, Amy Senechal and

Alana Zita all received

certificates. Alana Zita was Highly Commended and
her work was displayed at Earlsdon Library.
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Behind the scenes, some of our Year 11 students
were able to provide support in between studying:
Thomas Burke, Conor McPherson, Gabriel Okafor
and Finlay Swift-Dutton. Our teachers, set designer,
musicians and technical support team also ensured
that this was a memorable team effort.
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Sister Act

F our of our students have been cast in the
Summer production of Sister Act at the Albany
Theatre. Connie Graham (Year 7) and Millie Hackett
(Year 10) will be playing nuns. Roisin Gaffney (Year
10) will be a principal nun and Niamh Hackett (Year
9) a principal dancer.

Presented by Wing-It Theatre, the show will run
from Thursday 15 August until Saturday 17 August.
Sister Act tells the hilarious story of Deloris Van
Cartier, a disco diva whose life takes a surprising
turn when she witnesses a murder. Under
protective custody she is hidden in the one place
she won't be found — a Convent!

AUGUST 15TH -17TH 2019
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Poem for peace

To mark the 25
anniversary of the
1994 genocide against the
Tutsi in Rwanda, one of our
Year 8 students was invited
to tell his story at a formal
commemoration. At
London’s City Hall, in front
of the Mayor of London
and other guests, Denzel
Kira shared a poem which
he had written. As a child
of a survivor, he spoke about the personal impact of
such a tragedy. His poem was written for his
Sogokuru, his Grandpa, who was brutally killed
amongst millions of others. Denzel has kindly
allowed us to print his poem.

Denzel’s mum was only 12 and at boarding school in
Uganda when she heard about the genocide. She is
now a trustee of the The Ishami Foundation which
uses the power of sport and storytelling to build
equality, tolerance and lasting peace in Rwanda and
the UK. It works with survivors, young people and
vulnerable communities to foster respect, team
spirit, critical thinking and resilience. Ishami is a
Kinyarwanda word meaning branch, which
symbolises resilience, recovery and connection.

‘ ISHAMI

FOUNDATION

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, said: “The
genocide in Rwanda was one of the most horrific
periods in modern history. To prevent a repeat of
the genocide it’s vital that the world learns from
survivors’ stories and remembers its harrowing
legacy.”

Denzel said: “Over one million Tutsi people were
killed in 100 days. It is important to learn from this
and to think about the consequences. We should
remember what happened and not sweep it under
the carpet. Rwanda is a small and beautiful country.
It has grown so well. | was there last Summer and |
always feel welcome but | was never able to meet
my grandad. He sacrificed himself to save others.

“I' have always liked words and written poems and
songs. When | put pen to paper, it just happens.
Writing helps me to feel like | am heard and to
remember how far we have come. | write to share
love and to raise awareness.”
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Columban missionaries

O ne of our teachers spent their Easter break in
the Philippines representing the school as part
of a response to mission group.

Marina Smith, Assistant Headteacher, said: “It was
an incredible experience with the Columban
Missionaries which will take me a long time to
process. | spent a few nights immersed with a family
in a shanty town type dwelling, went to amazing
liturgies and met inspiring people every day.”

Call to mission

Two of our Year 9 students have been answering
their call to mission with inspirational ecology
work. Vivienne Egbuchulem and Temi Lawal spent a
day at Birmingham City Hospital’s greenhouse.

Vivienne said: “It was fascinating to think about the
links between gardening and happiness. We learned
that soil helps you to release a good feeling and that
there are more organisms in a handful of soil than
there are people in the whole world. Everything
grown in our world is part of one big garden. We
should choose to share our gifts equally.”

Temi said: “Pope Francis has called us to look after
the earth. We want to make a difference and
prevent future generations from living in a damaged
earth. It was an educational day and quite shocking
to realise that we throw away so much which could
be useful. It really opened our eyes. What we do can
impact others. It is a domino effect.”

Summer Newsletter 2019 7
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Physical theatre

As part of a four-day physical theatre festival,
over 30 Year 9 students recently performed at
the Belgrade Theatre. Their short performance,
based on the plight of Syrian refugees, formed part
of a project to give young people a voice. The
original piece of theatre was devised entirely by the
group.

In preparation for the performance, the students
attended a series of workshops at the theatre and
two full days in school with an artist from Highly
Sprung. The theatre-based workshops were
delivered by four professional companies: Frantic
Assembly, Theatre de Complicite, Gecko and also
Highly Sprung.

Since being inspired by the first physical theatre
workshop one of our students has joined
Sprungsters. Harry Davies (Year 9) also performed in
Seen But Never Heard each night during the festival.

Kiera Burke Lisa Lutumba

Lucy Clarke Phoebe Marriott

Benjamin Cooper Amba McKenna

Harry Davies Michael Okafor

Ellie Doust Harrison Olanrewaju

Niamh Hackett Aruna Redgrave

Keavy Ireland Keira Rock

Daisy Kelly Faith Stables

Grace Kendall Grace Thompson

Ebony Kennedy Aimee Timms
Reme Liddle Charlotte Smith
Jessica Lilley Molly Waters

A member of the audience said: “The performance
from Bishop Ullathorne was outstanding. | will admit
to shedding a tear or two, along with my wife and
members of the audience, due to the powerful
portrayal of a problem in our times.”




Get Caught Reading!

I mages of celebrities, staff and students who have
all been ‘caught reading’ are on display around
school. A prize is available for the student who finds
them.

Melanie Caldicott, School Librarian, said: “Last
year’s refurbishment of the school library was a
striking demonstration of how much the school
values books and reading. We hope to encourage
even more students to enjoy the feeling of being
totally immersed in a story.”

Supporting students

O ur new cover superviser, Jas
Dhillon, has extensive

experience of supporting students.
She has worked for many years in
Coventry schools as an Assistant
Headteacher, Vice Principal and Local
Authority Adviser. She is now looking
forward to using her experience to
support all of our students.

Music results

ot et | 7ons |G [ |
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Memorial Cup

his year’s winner and runners-up of the Roman

Matuszak Cup were fittingly announced at the
Year 11 Mass of Celebration this term. Awarded in
memory of a former colleague, the cup also allows
staff to recognise the positive qualities of our Year
11 students.

Thomas Burke, the overall winner, said: “It is a
great privilege to be awarded this and to feel that
consistently trying to follow the Ullathorne Way
values is being acknowledged. | was actually
overwhelmed and quite surprised to win. However, |
always try to be the best person that | can and try to
be a good role model for others.”

Finlay Swift-Dutton and Maggie Keane were
runners-up. Finlay Swift-Dutton said: “l am very
proud to belong to Bishop Ullathorne. It is a
welcoming place with a real sense of community
and | feel a lot of love for my school and peers. This
cup rewards people for simply being positive, polite
and happy.”

Good Shepherd Mass

IVI embers of our school community attended
the Good Shepherd Mass at Holy Family
church. The beautiful service involved several
schools.




Dyslexia training

he tables were turned in a recent staff training

session when some of our students were able to
teach the teacher. Dyslexia training, developed by
staff, students and a representative from Coventry’s
SEND IASS (Information, Advice and Support Service)
was delivered in a special session after school.

The students involved, from Years 7 to 10, were:
Millie Hackett, Niamh Hackett, Emerode Lukelo,
Scarlett O’Hara, Maya Swales and Jennifer
Webster.

Since the training, students have seen immediate
changes in lessons. Some were nervous before
giving their presentations but were very grateful for
the opportunity to share their experiences. Millie
Hackett, Year 10, said: “Things have improved
straight away. Teachers have started to adapt their
practice and definitely consider the way that they
present information.”

Maya Swales, Year 7, added: “When teachers began
to ask how they could help us, we all began to feel a
lot more relaxed about what we were doing.”

Scarlet O’Hara, Year 7, is taking her involvement a
step further. She will be creating a video about
dyslexia for next year’s Year 7 students. She hopes
that this will raise further awareness and provide
support for new members of the school.”

Emerode Lukelo, Year 9, added: “It is important for
teachers, and even our peers, to know what it is like
when we face a page of words. Our brains just work
differently. Some of my good friends push and
motivate me. | have no problems when it comes to
confidence and sharing my ideas but sometimes
that hides how much | have to work.”

Rory Whelan, Teacher of Science, said: "As
articulate and determined students, they realised
that they were speaking up for their peers who
might feel less able to voice their ideas and
worries. They worked incredibly hard on their
presentations and truly embodied the Ullathorne
Way with the eloquence which we wish to develop
in all of our students."
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Maths challenge

he Junior Maths Challenge was tackled by 90

Year 7 and 90 Year 8 students. During the
multiple choice quiz students used their logic,
reasoning and problem solving skills to solve up to
25 problems. Over 300,000 pupils take part each
year and the top scorers are awarded gold, silver
and bronze certificates.

A sample question:

On the island of Erewhon, all numbers are written
with the digits in reverse order. For example, twelve
is written 21. Su Erasmus, an inhabitant of Erewhon,
was shown the subtraction 729-45729-45.

If no mistake was made, what answer did Su write
down?

Winners of this year’s Junior Maths Challenge are
listed below.

Year 7 Bronze certificates:

Sophia Dore, Alfie Harrison, Julia Jakabovicova, Filip
Jurczak, Ela Kirkwood, Lacey McMillan, Zuzanna Rataj,
Victor Wappa, Stacey William and Demi Williams-Toney

Year 7 Silver certificates:

Daniel Munodawafa (joint best in year), Lewis Drake
(joint best in year), Daniel Hiatt, Lemuel Sakyi-Dadzie,
and Marcel Zelichowski

Year 8 Bronze certificates:

David Akinsanya, Jessica Carpenter, Darcy Mills, Julia
Musialik, Martha O'Shea, Casey Parkes, Isabella Ward
and Thomas Wilkinson

Year 8 Silver certificates:
Maria Cosgriff, Regina Crame, Lara Edwards, Martyna
Lada and Maya Swales

Year 8 Gold certificates:
Eleanor Gordon (Best in year and best in school), Angela
Mathimannarajah and Anima Rahman

Wil |




Spanish themes

F or six weeks, St Mary and
St Benedict students have
been enjoying interactive
Spanish lessons delivered by
members of the Bishop
Ullathorne community.

Rebecca Oldfield, Teacher of
MfL, and two groups of five
Year 8 students have been
delivering sessions on the
theme of 'en la cafeteria’.
Supporting their work on the
Gold Character Passport Award, they have worked
closely with Year 3 and 4 students.

Taekwondo medal winner

D espite only taking
up the sport two
years ago, one of our
Year 8 students has
won a bronze medal in
Taekwondo sparring.
Aniela Kesler (Year 8),
a former St John
Vianney pupil, decided
to try the sport when
she was at primary
school. She now trains
for roughly two hours a week at TSTUK Traditional
Style Taekwondo UK in Coventry. Her younger
brother and sister have also taken up the sport and
enjoy the physical but warm atmosphere.

She said: “I personally like sparring as | know how to
use blocks, punches and kicks without even thinking
now. After you have fought with someone thereis a
positive gesture to show that it was a friendly
contest and not meant to hurt. Initially, | started to
learn self-defence but there is more to it than that.”

Journalism competition

E rin Rodgers, in Year 10, came second in the
Columban British Regional Journalism
competition. Her climate change documentary can
be seen via our Twitter page.

She said: “I really enjoyed putting it together and
writing the script to go with the edited images.
However, it is strange to record your own voice.”
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The combined Year 7 and 8 team controlled their
semi-final from start to finish and is hoping to show
the same level of skill in the final. Afonso Mvula and
Dylan Aphanou (both Year 7) made excellent
contributions to the win over Dormston.

Against Cardinal Newman in the final, our Year 10
team was left heartbroken as it conceded in the last
minute of the game. Both sides had chances to
score. In the semi-final, the team faced West
Bromwich Albion and England players. However, no-
one was overshadowed. Having taken a three-goal
lead, the boys did well to absorb the pressure
placed on them in the second half. As well as from

the player of the match, outstanding performances

came from Noel Angafor and Jake Downing.

In awful conditions,
our Year 11 team
battled hard against a
Caludon Castle team
which they had never
beaten. The worthy
winners kept pushing
until the very end.

Coventry Schools’ Cup
Year | Opposition Player of the
match
11

President Kennedy | Won 5-1 Sean Burke
(semi)

Caludon Castle Jamie Farrell
(final)

Coventry Telegraph Cup

Year Player of the
match
11

www.bishopullathorne.co.uk




Athletics

Alexandra Abell (Year 7) came second in the
long jump at the Year 7 Athletics Qualifiers
competition and her distance qualified her for the
West Midlands Schools’ Championships. Oliver
Blackwell and Eloghosa (Ozzy) Osaigbovo (Year 8)
were also selected to represent Coventry schools at
the championships: Oliver in the 200m and Ozzy in
the shot.

Other Year 7 and Year 8 winners of their events at
the Coventry Athletics Qualifiers this year were:

Year 7

Michel Nya-Njiemen 18.48sec

Mia Ochieng 15.69m

Year 8

Our Year 8 boys’ team finished second overall—only
losing to Bablake.
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Public speaking

F rancis Hernandez Owens (Year 12) competed in
the Midlands final of the Catenians Association
Sixth Form Public Speaking competition. This year,
the event was hosted by Bishop Milner Catholic
School in Dudley and the Archbishop of Birmingham
was one of the judges. Francis spoke eloquently on
the theme: 'Are terrorists freedom fighters?'. He was
praised for his confident and passionate delivery.

Dovedale trip

O ur Year 10

Geography students

took part in a field trip to

the Peak District last

month. The second group

braved the elements, in

sensible footwear and waterproof clothing, to
collect data about the impact of humans on the
specialised environment. The first group was much
more lucky with the weather.




Faraday Challenge

S ix of our Year 8 students took partin a STEM
Faraday Challenge at Coventry University. This
year’s challenge was based on space travel and
students were fortunate enough to meet the British

astronaut, Tim Peake.

Engineering the future

F uture engineers from Year 9 attended a three-
day residential course at Coventry University.

Anyhah Harrison said: “We had three amazing days
working with people from Aston Martin and Jaguar
Land Rover. We made prototype cars and did many
collaborative tasks. Overall the experience was eye
opening and an inspirational opportunity.”

Bartosz Zygowski said: “The course was amazing.
We designed a seat made out of balloons. It forced
us to work as a team to get it working in the five
minutes which we had. Next, we made an off-road
vehicle with professional engineers. Somehow, my
team was able to win! On the next day, we designed
a racing vehicle. Sadly, we did not win this event but
it was extremely fun. If | could go again, | would.”

Diare to imagine
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Head above the rest

O ur new Head Boy and Head Girl are
determined to take an inclusive approach to
their leadership roles. Connor Duffy and Georgia
Hogg were elected following a difficult application
process. They are both proud members of the
school community and keen to work collaboratively
as part of our new sixth form student leadership
team.

Connor said: “Thisis a
prestigious role. However, | want
others in the school community
to feel that they can approach
me at any time. | am a good
listener. The first thing which |
did when | became Head Boy
was to gain an understanding of
how we can work together to
move the school forward.”

As player manager of the newly formed Alvis Under
17 football team, Connor is no stranger to
encouraging others to do their best. From the centre
back position, he is able to lead on and off the pitch.
The team is comprised of 16 former and present
Bishop Ullathorne students. Playing on Sunday
mornings and training on Wednesdays, as well as
keeping fit, the main aim is to ensure that the boys
keep in touch.

The former St Anne’s student is currently studying
for A levels in History, Psychology and Mathematics.
He would like to study Law at university or to gain a
related apprenticeship. He has always been
interested in Law and would eventually like to be a
barrister. In Year 10, he took part in the University
of Warwick’s Sutton Scholars programme. Having
created a political party and a manifesto, he
presented to an impressive audience of around 250
people at the university.

Connor has continued to gain experience in his
chosen field by joining the Pathways to Law
two-year course which shows routes in to Law. At
Easter, he gained work experience with Eversheds
Sutherland, a global law practice. During this time,
he was able to liaise with solicitors from Deutsche
Bank and deliver a presentation to 18 partners and
solicitors about overcoming technological barriers in
the future. Other work experience has been
continued in Birmingham.

He said: “l enjoy analysing a situation and looking at
evidence to get a judgement. This is a great school
as you never feel that you are alone. We have a
strong foundation to build on.”




Georgia, our new Head Girl, is
also a good listener. She has
continually supported the
school since she joined from
Our Lady’s almost six years
ago. Never missing an Open
Evening, she has also taken
part in our Showcase, been
on the Student Leadership
Council and supported Year 7
students as a form buddy.

She said: “I have strong morals and hold the school’s
values in high esteem. | firmly believe in the
Ullathorne Way and how we can work together to
make positive changes to everyone’s day. School
opens up a lot of opportunities in a supportive way.”

A confident public speaker, she is used to delivering
bidding prayers and readings during school Masses.
She also loves musical theatre and, before
concentrating on her GCSE studies, performed all
over the country in plays and shows. She admits
that performing in Jack in the Beanstalk was one of
her favourite experiences.

She is currently studying for A levels in English and
Philosophy and Ethics at Bishop Ullathorne. As she
would like to build a career as a midwife, she is also
studying Health and Social Care at Cardinal
Newman. She has gained work experience on the
general wards at University Hospital and also
completed a taster session in midwifery.

She added: “Being a midwife means that you would
be part of someone’s memories forever. There
would also be new challenges to face every day. |
work well in a team, am professional and care about
other people’s needs.”

Georgia plans to show her support for midwives and
new mothers in a dramatic event next year. She is
currently fundraising to take part in a charity skydive
for the Coventry charity, Baby Lifeline.

Strong towers
C ollective worship

with form groups EE'ETHQTERD
and during our IS A STRONG
morning staff briefing | TOWER; THE
was led by Year 9 E{’G':l..l':gbl.?s f

students. Having spent | & ARE SAFE.
time at Soli House, PROVERBS 18:10
they focused on the
theme of strong
towers and the
support which can be
given and received from others.

D
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Holiday dates

We close for the holidays on
Friday 19 June 2019 at 1.00pm
The new term starts on

Written and edited by Lea Evans Bent, Assistant Headteacher
Wednesday 4 September 2019 at 8.40am Designed and produced by Claire Carding, Headteacher’s PA

Uniform reminder

Boys’ uniform

Blazer and
jumper

A plain black blazer with Bishop Ullathorne
badge and a Bishop Ullathorne jumper with
red V neck.

Trousers

Black.

Shirt

White, worn with the school clip-on tie.

Shoes

Plain, conventional, black outdoor shoes - no
trainers.

Girls’ uniform

Blazer and
jumper

A plain black blazer with Bishop Ullathorne
badge and a Bishop Ullathorne jumper with
red V neck.

Skirt

Black knee length, pleated. No tight, stretchy
material skirts.

Trousers

Tailored black, not skinny or tight fitting.

Shirt

White, worn with the school clip-on tie.

Shoes

Sensible, plain, conventional, flat, black
outdoor shoes - no trainers.

Additional information

Jewellery—optional
One stud earring in each ear. No nose or tongue piercing.

Hairstyles

No extreme hairstyles.

Make up

No make up or nail varnish.

Electronic devices

Students are advised not to bring mobile phones, MP3
players, ipods or other electronic devices to school. If they
are seen or heard, they will be confiscated for 24 hours.

www.bishopullathorne.co.uk

Term Dates 2019 to 2020

Tuesday 3 September 2019
Wednesday 4 September to Friday 18 October 2019

Monday 28 October to Friday 20 December 2019

Monday 6 January to Friday 21 February 2020

Monday 2 March to Thursday 9 April 2020

Monday 27 April to Friday 22 May 2020

Monday 1 June to Friday 17 July 2020

Collecting results

Thursday 15 August 2018

Thursday 22 August 2018
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