
Year 8 Poetry- ‘Songs of Innocence and Experience by William Blake.
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Blake’s quotes:

‘Tiger, tiger, burning bright In the forests of the 
night, What immortal hand or eye, Could frame thy 
fearful symmetry?’

‘To see the world in a grain of sand, and to see 
heaven in a wild flower, hold infinity in the palm of 
your hands, and eternity in an hour’.

‘If the doors of perception were cleansed everything 
would appear to man as it is, infinite’.
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Year 8 Poetry- ‘Songs of Innocence and Experience by William Blake.

Authority: 
Questioning of 
authority (church, 
state, education 
or commercial) 
and the need to 
raise awareness of 
unacceptable 
conditions and 
challenge/rebel 
against the status 
quo in the 
interests of 
greater freedom 
and fairness.

Childhood: the purity 
and sweetness of 

children in an unspoiled 
state, and their 

vulnerability to the 
harsher experiences of 
life; the ways in which 

parents, custodians and 
society can protect or 

fail to protect their 
innocence; the idea of 
drawing attention to 
the unheard voices of 

children, who were one 
of the most 

disenfranchised groups 
in society, as a way of 

offering new 
perspectives for the 

reader as well as 
exposing the difficulties 

faced by the young

Corruption of 
innocence: Blake 
does not favour 
innocence nor 
experience: they 
are “two contrary 
states”. The 
corruption of 
innocence when 
used for the ends 
of others, was 
unacceptable to 
Blake.

Traps and 
constrictions: Blake is 
deeply concerned 
with the idea of 
enslavement and the 
constrictions placed 
on ordinary people, 
particularly the 
vulnerable and 
disenfranchised. It 
could be a 
condemnation of the 
Enlightenment’s 
emphasis on the 
rational and scientific 
mind at the expense 
of attention paid to 
spiritual concerns, or 
even humanitarian 
ones like the tackling 
of social injustice.
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