
ENGLISH: YEAR 9- End of Year Exam- Explorations in Reading and Creative Writing.

THE BASICS:
Read the text – 5 mins 

Section A
Q1 – List 4 things (4 marks)

Q2 – How does the writer use 
language to… (8 marks)
Q3 – How does the writer 
structure the text to… (8 marks)
Q4: [statement] To what extent do 

you agree? (20 marks)

Section B
Q5: Writing to describe or narrate 
(45 mins including planning time)

Section A:
Question 1

Question stem: Write down four things 
you learn…

1. Read the question and highlight 
the key words, including the lines it 
asks you to focus on.
2. Draw a box around the lines you 
need to focus on in the insert.

3. Write in full sentences. 4. One 
point per line.
5. Keep it simple i.e. explicit 
inferences.

1.

2. Question 2
Question stem: How does the 
writer use language to…
1. Read the question and 

highlight the key words to 
ensure you understand what the 
focus of your answer will be. 
2. Re-read the section of text the 
question asks you to focus on.

3. Highlight key quotations which 
will help you answer the focus of 
the question. Consider the use of 
different language devices.

3.

Question 3
Question stem: How has the writer structured the text to 

interest you as a reader?
1. Read the question and highlight the key words. This question is about 

how the text is put together and organised, rather than the language 
devices used.
2. Annotate where you see evidence of the following structural 
features:

3. Skim through the whole source again. Highlight and label where you 

see different features particularly focus on how the opening and ending 
are effective.
Top tip: for a really clear response, think about what the writer focuses 
your attention on at the beginning; what they focus on in the middle, 
and what they focus on at the end-and whether this is similar or 

different. Then ask WHY?

4.
Question 4

Question stem: ‘[statement about the 
text]’ To what extent do you agree?

1. Read the question and highlight the 
key words, including the section of 
the text if specified. Think carefully 
about how far you agree with the 
statement. 
Top Tip: Usually it is best to AGREE
with the statement. But consider how 
far you agree. Is there evidence to 
argue against this opinion? Create a 
debate in your answer. 
2. Draw a box around the section of 
the text specified.
3. Read through and highlight 
words/phrases/language devices you 
will use to argue FOR, and maybe 
against the statement.

Opening Character Time Setting Cyclical 

structure

Perspective Shift in focus Ending Dialogue Zooming in/out

5.



ENGLISH: YEAR 9- End of Year Exam- Explorations in Reading and Creative 
Writing.
Section B: Question 5

Writing to narrate (story) or describe. Planning 
(THIS IS REALLY IMPORTANT!) 1. Decide which 
task you would like to do (narrate or describe).
2. Plan using the structures below.

3. Write your story or description. REMEMBER: If 
you do not show your examiner you can do use 
a certain skill (e.g. use capital letters/ 
adventurous vocabulary/ paragraphs/ varied 
punctuation etc.) They are left to simply 

assume you can't. You do not have hours and 
hours, so quality is preferred over quantity.

6.

7.

8.

9.


