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Prayer 

God Our Father  

Watch over all children and young people in our care. 

Keep them safe in their homes, friendships, and online. 

Give us the wisdom to be watchful, compassionate and brave, 

always ready to listen, to support, and to act. 

May our school be a place of trust, hope, and protection for every child. 

Amen. 

Bishop Ullathorne, Pray for Us  

Red v Blue 
The Red v Blue / School Wars trend that circulated on social media this term was a 

horrifying reminder of the negatives of that social media can bring as it began in London 

and very quickly spread to many counties across the UK. This has been a timely prompt 

to all parents to check their children’s devices and talk to them openly about what they 

are seeing online.  

The trend encouraged pupils at different schools to take part in attacking children from 

rival schools to score points for their team (red or blue). Attacking with different items 

would earn different point levels. Social media posts had been encouraging children to 

turn everyday school objects such as compasses and rulers into weapons.  

Posts also encouraged children to video these attacks and send 

to a specific person who will post the videos on social media and 

allocate the points. The school with the most points would then be 

named best school.  

Further resources to help talking to your child about their phone 

and social media use can be found on the next page.  
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A fantastic new gov.uk website about online safety has been created with a range of 

simple tips for parents on Online safety: how to get started, How to talk to your child 

about being safe online - Kids Online Safety ,Online content, and then Parental controls - 

Kids Online Safety  

NSPCC - www.nspcc.org.uk  has a wealth of resource on topics: 

Some links that our parents have found particularly useful are:  

• Leaving Your Child Home Alone - Advice | NSPCC  

• Talking to your child about online safety | NSPCC  

• Anger management in children: how parents can help | NSPCC  

Useful Websites 

Keeping Children Safe Advice for Families 

• What is child abuse? 

• Support and guidance  

• online safety 

• drugs and alcohol 

• outside the home 

• What you can do 

• Babies and tolders 

• Life at home 

• Mental health and emotional wellbeing 

• Diversity and inclusion 

• Staying safe online 

• Support during hard times 

• Growing up 

https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/keeping-your-child-safe-online-how-to-get-started/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/how-to-talk-to-your-child-about-being-safe-online/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/how-to-talk-to-your-child-about-being-safe-online/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/online-content/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/parental-controls/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/home-alone/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/arguments-conflict-family-tension/
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Keeping Safe in Town 
Please take the opportunity to remind 

your young people about these 

different methods to help keep 

themselves safe in town. Do you 

discuss what route they should take 

home and why?  

Cov Safe Space logos are in many 

locations in the centre - look out for 

them on windows. 
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The Spring Term 
Safet Internet Day 

The internet offers incredible opportunities for children — connection, learning, creativity, 

and fun. But it also comes with risks that can be overwhelming for parents to navigate 

alone. 

Safer Internet Day 2026 was held on February 10, focusing on “Smart tech, safe choices 

–Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI.”  Everyone is talking about AI, and with 

many children hearing about and using AI online, it’s important they have the skills and 

confidence to make safe choices when they are using smart technology. 

 

This Safer Internet Day we looked at the impact of AI on all of our lives, looking at how AI 

can be used for good, safely and responsibly. From chatbots and gaming features to 

social media algorithms and learning apps, AI is shaping what children see, hear, and 

interact with online. While these tools can support creativity and learning, they also raise 

important questions around: 

• Privacy and data collection 

• Exposure to inappropriate or misleading content 

• Over-reliance on technology 

• Understanding what is real, automated, or manipulated 

Safer Internet Day 2026: What Parents Need to Know – Internet Safe Education  

 

https://www.internetsafeeducation.com/safer-internet-day-2026-what-parents-need-to-know/
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County Lines Week 
As a parent or carer, you know if something is a change for your child. County Lines 

Intensification Week was held at the start of March. It is an opportunity to remind you of 

the specific behaviours related to county lines it's important to talk to your child about: 

• Regularly going missing from their school, home or 

care. 

• Being aware that they're travelling to unfamiliar 

locations. 

• Noticing money, clothes, accessories or mobile 

phones they've received and been unable to 

explain why or where they came from. 

• Having several mobile phone handsets or sim cards. 

 

You may be worried about a group or individual being a negative influence on your 

child. They could have met someone new online or in person, or it could be someone 

your child has known for some time. It's a cause for concern if you notice gifts, money, 

drugs or alcohol your child's received and can't explain. Groomers do this as a way of 

gaining influence and control. 

It's always worth asking where things have come from, even if you're not sure you'll get 

the honest answer. It shows your child you've noticed and that you want to talk to them 

about what's happening. Groomers create situations where a child 'owes' them money, 

forcing them to work off the debt through criminal acts. 

If you're feeling worried, trust your instincts and talk to your child about it. Early 

intervention is vital in protecting children from county lines and criminal exploitation. If 

you're worried, always reach out for help straight away. This NSPCC link has some 

excellent tips about how to discuss your concerns with your child:  Protecting children 

from county lines and exploitation | NSPCC 

Safeguarding in the Curriculum 

This term our students have studied: 

• Hate crimes  

• Current Affairs – in the News and 

Misogyny  

• Health and Wellbeing – addiction, self-

insight and self–care, coercive control, 

“think before you share” 

• Financial wellbeing and scams  

• First Aid, Drugs, Alcohol, Addiction, 

Gambling  

• Criminal Justice System 

Operation Encompass  

We have staff trained in Operation 

Encompass, a national partnership 

between the police and schools 

designed to support children who may 

have been affected by domestic abuse. 

Children who experience or witness 

domestic abuse are recognised in law as 

victims in their own right. Operation 

Encompass ensures that trusted adults in 

school understand that a child may not 

be themselves and can support. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/types-of-abuse/county-lines/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/types-of-abuse/county-lines/
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Guest Speaker—ShoutOut UK 
We had a fantastic guest speaker this term from ShoutOut UK. Funded by 

the Home Office for schools in the Coventry Local Authority, the session 

helped our students understand how certain online behaviours, posts and 

influencers can manipulate opinions and, in some cases, expose them to 

harmful or extremist content. It focused on: 

• radicalisation and extremism 

• how the social media 

landscape is changing  

• AI and online safety.  

 

Charlton shared with us this horrifying 

statistic, and how social media is 

causing more and more children to 

be radicalised by what they see 

online. Students learned:  

• How extremist groups use social media 

Students explored how different online platforms can be used to spread 

misinformation, influence emotions, and draw young people into unhealthy or 

radicalised ways of thinking. 

• The risks young people may encounter online 

This included scams, impersonation, grooming, hate speech, and extremist content. 

Students were taught how extremist messages may appear through memes, videos, 

influencers, gaming chats or targeted posts. 

• The different forms of extremism seen in the UK 

 The workshop covered information about each and how they can be encouraged 

 in online spaces: 

• Extreme right‑wing narratives 

• Violent Islamist extremism 

• Fascination with extreme 

violence 

• Misogyny, the “manosphere”, 

and incel culture Students learned 

how these ideologies spread 

online using humour, algorithms, 

echo‑chambers and misleading or 

emotional content. 



 

Page 7 

• The role of algorithms 

The session explained how social media algorithms show users more of what they 

engage with, which can trap young people in echo chambers without them realising. 

An echo chamber is where we keep seeing the same views being reinforced and 

echoed and eventually, these views will feel normal.  

• Real‑world consequences 

The workshop used recent UK examples to show how false online claims can lead to 

fear, division, riots, discrimination and harm within communities. 

 

How students can protect themselves 

Pupils were given practical strategies to stay safe, 

including: 

• Checking if information is accurate before liking or 

sharing 

• Asking, “Is this real? Helpful? Respectful? 

Manipulative?” 

• Thinking about how posts may influence emotions 

• Seeking advice from trusted adults, teachers or verified 

experts 

• Using reputable sources and fact‑checking tools 

• Knowing how and when to report concerns 

Getting feedback from students after the session, it was encouraging to hear that so 

many of our students have really taken this section on board - blocking certain 

accounts, adding key terms to not show up on their feeds and reporting content. 

 
Support and reporting concerns 

Students were reminded that if they are ever worried about 

themselves or someone being influenced or drawn into harmful 

behaviour, they can: 

• Speak to a trusted adult in school - any of our safeguarding 

team or their form tutors 

• Contact ACT Early for confidential advice 

• Call 999 if they are in any immediate danger 

The workshop emphasised that asking for help is safe, 

confidential and designed to support young people - not 

punish them. 
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Local Activities - Parents 
The Family Relationships Team has a goal of: Empowered Parents, Thriving Relationships. 

They continue to support parents and caregivers throughout their parenting journey, 

from pregnancy through to the teenage years. For more information please visit 

Coventry Family Hubs or email familyrelationships@coventry.gov.uk 

https://www.coventryfamilies.co.uk/parenting-programme-events
mailto:familyrelationships@coventry.gov.uk
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For more information about YMCA see their Instagram and Face-

book:  @ymca_hofeyouth. / YMCA HofE – Youth or their website 

Local Activities - Children 
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Coventry HAF 

Bookings are now open for the HAF Spring school holiday offer.  There are an extensive 

range of free bookable activities that will grab the attention of every child and young 

person. Coventry HAF webpage 

Who is eligible for HAF? 

Children and young people need to be school-aged children (reception to year 11 

inclusive) and meet one or more of the following criteria: 

• In receipt of benefits-related free school meals (FSM). The eligibility for benefits-

related FSM webpage has information about applications and eligibility for benefits

-related FSM. 

• Assessed (through a Children and Families assessment, undertaken by Children's 

Services) as a “child in need” 

• On a child protection plan 

• A child in care 

• A young carer 

• Assessed (through an early help assessment) to be in financial hardship 

• Part of the Ukrainian Family Scheme or the Home for Ukraine programme 

• Receiving Free School Meals through having No Recourse to Public Funds 

• Children and young people in Years 12 - 13 are eligible if they are in receipt of 

benefits-related free school meals (FSM) and either have an EHCP or are receiving 

SEN support at their place of education. 

If there is uncertainty about eligibility, parents/guardians can create an account on 

this booking system and HAF will complete an eligibility check with the details provided. 

Please email: HAFprogramme@coventry.gov.uk if you have any questions 

Activities at the Family Hubs 

Our eight Family Hubs across the city are also Safe Spaces. are full of support and                    

information. To find out more visit Family hubs – Coventry City Council and the activities 

they run here Family Hub timetables – Coventry City Council  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coventry.gov.uk%2Fhaf&data=05%7C02%7Cfabia.hully%40hccmac.co.uk%7C35ef0b117a554323bcf108de3742d39f%7C2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204%7C0%7C0%7C639008957382026396%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coventry.gov.uk%2Fbenefits-1%2Ffree-school-meals&data=05%7C02%7Cfabia.hully%40hccmac.co.uk%7C35ef0b117a554323bcf108de3742d39f%7C2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204%7C0%7C0%7C639008957382183970
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coventry.gov.uk%2Fbenefits-1%2Ffree-school-meals&data=05%7C02%7Cfabia.hully%40hccmac.co.uk%7C35ef0b117a554323bcf108de3742d39f%7C2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204%7C0%7C0%7C639008957382183970
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feequ.org%2Fcoventryhaf&data=05%7C02%7Cfabia.hully%40hccmac.co.uk%7C35ef0b117a554323bcf108de3742d39f%7C2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204%7C0%7C0%7C639008957382215023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFb
mailto:HAFprogramme@coventry.gov.uk
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/familyhubs
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/downloads/download/2577/family_hub_timetables
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